
 

MASS TIMES     -     HOLY FAMILY CHURCH     -     EMERTON       

 Saturday Vigil Mass  :   5.30 pm                Sunday:  9.00 am and 10.30 am 
 

 JOHN THERRY CHAPEL   (DAY CHAPEL) 

Monday                 8.30am Mass 

Tuesday           6.00pm Mass 

Wednesday           6.00pm Mass 

Thursday             8.30am Mass 

Friday   9.00am &   6.00pm Mass 

Saturday   9.00am Mass 

RECONCILIATION AND HOLY HOUR—EMERTON 

 Saturday from 9.30 am to 10.30 am 

  

 We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built. 

Holy Family Community 

 

UNDER THE CARE OF THE AUSTRALIAN JESUIT PROVINCE 

 

254 Luxford Road, Emerton, N.S.W. 2770       -        Phone: 9628 7272      -       Fax: 9628 6139       -       Email: enquiry@holyfamily.org au 
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Parish Priest   Fr Greg Jacobs SJ     gregory@holyfamily.org.au 

Assistant Priest   Fr Patrick Mullins, SJ     hfcpat70@gmail.com 

Novice Master  Fr Brendan Kelly, SJ  bjikelly@optusnet.com.au  

Pastoral Associate         Sr Carlene Allen RSM carlene@holyfamily.org.au 

Site Manager    Ray Donaldson                     ray@holyfamily.org.au 

Secretary  Malia Lolesio  enquiry@holyfamily.org.au 

Music Director  Eddie Paunga Lolesio kosilio_lole@hotmail.com 

 BIDWILL  

Sunday 7.30am  -  1st and 3rd Sunday each Month  

Uniting Church, Carlisle Ave, in Shopping Centre     

      

  WILLMOT 

Sunday 7.30am  - 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday each Month  

Cnr Pelsart & Carteret Ave   

REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

F i r s t  S unday  o f  Lent  
 

Ever since God called Abram into the desert, it has been a place where God has encountered his people. Moses first encounters  God at the burning bush on a 

mountain in the desert, and later leads the Israelite people through the desert; and ever since the Exodus the desert remains a mystical place of encounter to 

the people. 
In New Testament times the Qumran community lives in the desert as a rebellion of the existing behaviour of the Jewish leaders. John the Baptist too lives in the 

desert and calls people out into the desert to change their heart back to God, and to re-enter the Holy Land through the baptismal waters of the Jordan. Later, 
the early Christians ventured into the desert for protection from Roman authorities, and discovered for themselves the mystical power of desert spirituality. 

In the desert, whether it is physical or spiritual, one needs to lose excess baggage. You can only survive with the essentials and nothing more. But having      
jettisoned everything else, you are more susceptible to temptations of all kinds. You cannot take iPhones or iPads, nor great  libraries or computer games. You 

are left with your thoughts and the spirits. It is one of the best places to discover God, but other spirits are present too.  Jesus discovered this, so did St Antony 
and every spiritual person ever since. 

You do not need a physical desert to enable this encounter. One idea of the monastic life 

(especially a hermitage) is to create a spiritual space with all the gifts of desert isolation, but this 

could equally be located in the forest or even in the city! The Lenten penances can help with this 

too – alms giving to help us get out of ourselves and notice the poor amongst us; prayer which 

helps us get in touch with God; and fasting which denies us our own desires in the hope that this 

puts us in touch with deeper desires for God and others. And finally Reconciliation, which    

acknowledges our sinfulness and suffering. 

 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au HOLY FAMILY PARISH WEBSITE: www.holyfamily.org.au 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsojo.net%2Farticles%2Fhow-jesus-answers-your-dark-night-soul&psig=AOvVaw2UGgdfpHdmMWlpbhBBOP_f&ust=1582859309202000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOiIkMvg8OcCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

BAPTISMS: We welcomed into our community Dehira Dekuan, Adual Dekuan who were baptised during the Vigil Mass on Saturday 22nd February,  and 

Hospicio Bondoc who was baptised on Sunday 23rd February 2020. 
 

LIST OF THE SICK: Mary Facer, Margaret Palmby, Antonia Beemster, Lopisoni Makario, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Barry Barrakett, Shirley Chapman, 

Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, Maria Hannelas, Ian Watts, Corina Valentine, Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray 

Fenech,  
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Fr George O’Mara, Sosefo Loloa, Fr Tim Crowley, Tony Vinson, Jim Johnson, Hilda Bruton, Logo Pio Mealamu, Rodney Iffland, Tu’ ineau 

Hufanga, Des Cutcliffe, Bill Corcoran, Santos de Leon, Siaosi Palu, James Mangan, Terry Grayson, Grace Teuma, Henriette Credi, Jack Kelly, Moira O’Hehir, 

Shirley Veyret, Tony Ring, Avril Flood,  Moira Pike, Gary Nye, Miller Family, Jean-Philippe Hennequin, Phillip Perech,  John Thoroughgood,  Phillip Perech, 

Maposua Makalita Maposua,  Baby Gary Tyrone Doolan, Betty Appleby, Maureen Carter, Peter Gilchrist, Baby Wyndurra Dixon Murray, Kerrie Marie Hoffman, 

Agatha Benson, Anne Prentice, Peter Edward Collin, Mary Stewart, Blanche Muriel De Alwif, Felicia Lette, Ernest Holmes, Elaine Charfield, Una Fuller. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Margot Costenoble 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 2: 7-9, 3:1-7 
 

Responsorial psalm :  
 

 Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast 
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,  
and cleanse me from my sin. R. 

 
For I know my transgressions,  

and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone,  
have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight. R. 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and put a new and right spirit within me.  

Do not cast me away from your presence,  
and do not take your holy spirit from me. R. 

 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  

and sustain in me a willing spirit.  
O Lord, open my lips,  

and my mouth will declare your praise. R. 
 

Second reading: Romans 5: 12-19 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 
For the deaf and hearing impaired, Holy Family Church is equipped with a  

loop system.   Those with hearing aids should turn on their “T switch”. 

Gospel Acclamation:  
 

       Alleluia, alleluia! 

       No one lives on bread alone, 
       but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

       Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 4: 1-11 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to 

him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he 
answered, “It is written, ‘Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the   

pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it 
is written, ‘He will command his Angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear 

you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is 
written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high 

mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to 
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away 

with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the 
devil left him, and suddenly Angels came and waited on him. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord  

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 8th MARCH 2020 — SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT -  YEAR A 

First Reading:  Genesis 12: 1-4       Second Reading:  2 Timothy 1: 8-10   Gospel:   Matthew 17: 1-9 
 

[7.30AM MASS WILL BE AT WILLMOT CHURCH—8 CARTERAT AVE (CNR OF PELSART AVE) WILLMOT NSW 2770 

First Sunday of Lent 

SCRIPTURE READINGS     

    YEAR a 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 
 

Parents/Carers whose infants are booked for Baptism during March and early 

April are reminded that a preparation session for this important sacrament 

will be held at 7.30pm Tuesday, 3rd March in the John Therry Chapel,     

Holy Family Church. 
 

For further details, please contact Sr Carlene, or one of the priests, or phone 

our Parish Office Ph: 9628 7272 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Keep your EYES FIXED on the outstretched arms of CHRIST 
CRUCIFIED, let  yourself BE SAVED over and over again. And 

when you go to confess your sins, BELIEVE firmly in GOD’S 
MERCY which FREES you of your guilt.  

CONTEMPLATE HIS BLOOD poured out with such GREAT 
LOVE, and let yourself BE CLEANSED by it. In this way, you 

can be REBORN ever anew” 
(Pope Francis, Christus Vivit #123) 
 

“Jesus’ Pasch is not a past event; rather, through the   

power of the Holy Spirit it is ever present, enabling us to 
see and touch with faith the flesh of Christ in those who 
suffer.”   
 

- (Pope Francis, Lenten Message 2020). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LENTEN PRAYER GROUPS: 
 

 Wednesdays: From 6.30pm in the Parish Centre:  
           St Ignatius Conference Room.  
           Dinner included. Contact Fr Greg for more     
           information: gregory@holyfamily.org.au 
 Thursdays:   3.00pm at Tregear residence. Please contact    

          Gordon for more information: (02) 9832 0275. 
 Fridays:        7.30pm at the Marist Community residence: 

          12 Varian Street, Mt Druitt NSW 2770. 
         Contact Br Lawrie for more info: 0400 116 832. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 
 

Meditate on the Way of the Cross on 
Friday nights in the church: 
 5.00pm—in English  
 7.00pm—in Tongan 
 8.15pm—in Tongan 
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CASH  HOUSIE 
SUNDAY 1st MARCH 

2.00PM IN THE SCHOOL HALL 

JACKPOT $1,000.00 IN 50 CALLS  

[You’ve got to be IN IT, to WIN IT] 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
23rd February 2020 

1st Collection: (for the Diocese of Parramatta)  $   735.15 

2nd Collection (for parish expenses)  $ 1,843.00 

 

SENIORS’ MASS 
In our forward planning, we now have a time and date during Lent for 

this Mass and Anointing of the Sick. 

♱ 11.30am on Thursday 12th March 

♱ Venue:  Holy Family Primary School Hall  

♱ ALL ARE WELCOME! Age is no barrier! 
 

If you know any Senior Parishioners who would like to join us, please 

contact Sr Carlene or Gerry Greene, or one of the priests after Mass, on 

a weekday or at the weekend.   We would be grateful for help on           
12th March in such areas as transport, catering, and hospitality. 

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION for the WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Consider planning for your Lenten journey this year. 
What disciplines will you put in place? What time will 
you schedule to make sure it doesn’t get forgotten? 

 
 Do you have a friend, partner or spouse who you can 

walk with through Lent—keeping each other                   
accountable to your Lenten commitments? 

 
 Take time to sit in silence, at home or some place       

suitable, and draw your mind to the person of Jesus. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to help you. 

 
Source: Grace 2020 Lenten Program, Diocese of Wollongong 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  
 
 

Shirley, 36, is an indigenous Manide woman living in a     
remote province in the Philippines. Shirley was struggling to 
support her family and keep their children in school. She 
faced regular discrimination and disadvantage, limiting her 
family’s access to food, education, employment and 
healthcare. With Caritas Australia’s support, Shirley trained 
to become an indigenous health worker. She has learnt to 
supplement her income and is able to feed her family. The 
program has also empowered Shirley to send her children 
to school.  
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help 
people like Shirley, and her children gain confidence 
and respect within their community. 
Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through  
Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 

www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or  
phoning 1800 024 413. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
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Schedule: Pilgrimage of St Therese 
of Lisieux, and her Parents Sts   

Louis and Zelie Martin 
 

Wednesday 4th March: 
8.30am Mass at Pinegrove Memorial Park, 
Kington St, Minchinbury. 
 

2.00pm—9.00pm approx., at Our Lady of Mt 
Carmel Parish, 4 Bennett St, Wentworthville. 
 

9.15approx (overnight) at St Patrick’s          
Cathedral, Parramatta  10.00pm—Office of Compline led by Fr Bob Bossini 
 

Thursday 5th March: 
6.30am Mass—St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta 
7.30am—depart Corpus Christi Parish, St Ives. 
All are welcome to come and stay for as long as they like, while the relics 
are at Parramatta. Address: 1 Marist Place, Parramatta 2150 
 

The full itinerary and other information about the pilgrimage can be found 
via: catholicmission.org.au/relics 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW 
 
Each year CCD offers a series of presentations on the      
Gospel of the Year as part of Level 3 training of catechists. 
 

Dr Laurie Woods will present on the Gospel of Matthew for     
5 Fridays - March 6, 13

th
, 20

th
 & 27

th
 and April 3. 

These sessions will be held from 10 am to 2pm at the         
Institute for Mission, Marion Street Blacktown (down stairs). 
 

All parishioners are invited to attend one or more of               
Dr Laurie Wood’s presentations. 
There is no cost but please contact Maree Collis on            
(02) 8838 3486 to register. 

National Biennial Liturgy Conference:  
12 – 14 March 
 
The Diocese of Parramatta is hosting the           
National Biennial Liturgy Conference, an        
Australian gathering of liturgy representatives, 
pastoral ministers, catechists, musicians,         
educators and all who are interested in liturgy.  
 
The Conference, to be held at 
Novotel Sydney Parramatta 
from 12 to 14 March, will      
include an   excellent variety 
of workshops whilst focusing 
on fostering and forming the      
people of God at   prayer.     
For more information, contact 
the Office for Worship on     
(02) 8838 3456. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saints Perpetua and Felicity were martyrs who died 
for the faith around the year 203. 

St. Perpetua was a young, well-educated,                
noblewoman and mother living in the city of Carthage 
in North Africa. Her mother was a Christian and her 
father was a pagan. In terms of her faith, Perpetua 
followed the example of her mother. Despite the pleas 
of her father to deny her faith, Perpetua did the very 
opposite, and fearlessly proclaimed it. At the age of 
22, she was imprisoned for her faith. While in prison 
she continued to care for her infant child and put up 
with the tortures designed to make her renounce her 
faith. Perpetua remained steadfast until the end.       
St. Perpetua was sacrificed at the games as a public 
spectacle for not renouncing her faith. 

St. Felicity was a pregnant slave girl who was         
imprisoned with St. Perpetua. Little is known about the 
life of St. Felicity because, unlike Perpetua, she did 
not keep a diary of her life. After imprisonment and 
torture, Felicity was also condemned to die at the 
games. Only a few days before her execution, Felicity 
gave birth to a daughter, who was secretly taken away 
to be cared for by some of the Faithful. 

The feast of these Saints is March 7 


