
 

MASS FOR YOU AT HOME 
 

There are a number of resources available for you to ATTEND MASS at HOME: 

♱ Mass for You at Home—broadcast on channel 10 on Sundays at 6.00am 

♱ Masses online:
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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

Pa lm S unday  
 

Our readings talk about the best and worst of us – from the triumphal entry into Jerusalem one day, to the betrayal of Jesus only a couple of days later that 

leads to his crucifixion. While I have not been that extreme, I have certainly been persuaded to change my attitude about someone because of peer pressure, 

because of the advice from those in authority – and I have often regretted such a change of heart. 
This time of isolation can also bring out the best and worst in us too. I hate isolation – I suffer deep loneliness when I go home to an empty house day on end, 

and I often succumb to the temptations of the evil spirit in this loneliness. Some people turn to pornography, some to alcohol, some to violence, some to gaming 
hours on end… and the list goes on. 

St Ignatius began his great journey of discernment by noticing what was happening within himself during a similar time of isolation: he was bedridden,           
recovering from a cannon-ball injury. Ignatius noticed that some dreams – those of winning the heart of a noble lady – left him feeling good in the moment, but 

quickly faded when the dreaming was over. (That is what happens in my loneliness, I fill it with things that do not last, and in fact often make me feel even worse 
afterwards.) While other dreams – following after the saints in their deeds for God – left Ignatius feeling good in the moment and lasted long after the dream 

had finished. 
This year’s Palm Sunday and Easter will not be filled with family and friends, we will not be 

able to gather as we usually do to strengthen our bonds of friendship. We need to fill this Holy 

Week not with false idols, but with deep, reflective experiences of God. We need to remain 
open to the dreams of God, dreams that might surprise and challenge us, dreams that come 

from the goodness and generosity and abundance of the God of Jesus Christ. But these 
dreams might also cost us something – as it cost Jesus his life – but with the promise of the 

presence of God throughout. 

Hold on to Jesus, stay close to him this week, let him be your companion in this (and        

following) difficult weeks of isolation and perhaps something of the good spirit will come into 

our life and community in a new and wonderful way. 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au HOLY FAMILY PARISH WEBSITE: www.holyfamily.org.au 

• Mass with Bishop Vincent Long—10.00am via www.youtube.com/user/ParramattaDiocese 

• Mass on Demand (North Sydney) -  

northsydneycatholics.com/spirituality/liturgy/mass-on-demand 

• Daily Mass celebrated by Pope Francis on Shalom World TV using the app on Play Store 

OR Apple Store, ROKU or shalomworld.org/daily mass at 9.00am and 3.55pm AEST. 

.

. 
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY 12th APRIL 2020 — EASTER SUNDAY -  YEAR A 
First Reading:  Acts 10:34a,37-43       Second Reading:  Colossians 3:1-4  OR    1 Corinthians 5:6b-8  

Gospel:   John 20:1-9   OR    Matthew 28:1-10   OR     Luke 24:13-35 
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the procession: Matthew 21: 1-11 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

at the mass 

 
first reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 
I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be ashamed. 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps.21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v2 
 

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
 

All who see me deride me. 
They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 

‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend.’ R. 
 

Many dogs have surrounded me, 

a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 

I can count every one of my bones. R. 
 

They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 

O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me! R. 
 

I will tell of your name to my brethren 

and praise you where they are assembled. 
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 

all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ R. 

 
SECOND reading: Philippians 2:6-11 

He humbled himself to become like us, and God raised him on high. 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

PALM SUNDAY Of the 

passion of the lord 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR a 

year of MATTHEW 

gospel acclamation: Philippians 2:8-9 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
Christ became obedient for us even to death 

dying on the cross. 
Therefore God raised him on high 

and gave him a name above all other names. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 

 

gospel: Matthew 26:14—27:66 

Find the full text for Readings at Mass via: 

• www.universalis.com/Australia 

• www.ewtn.com/catholicism/daily-readings 

 

Or download any one of these apps on to your 

phone to access daily readings: 

• iBreviary 

• Catholic Daily Readings 

• Laudate 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F218565388140668091%2F&psig=AOvVaw1fPJYOQFywD54z9HbXUne_&ust=1585969217950000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDks_Ohy-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fbible%2Bverse%2Bbackground&psig=AOvVaw3BwkVY3mhIPnX0wdBEzMKA&ust=1586049260192000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCopY7MzegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION for the WEEK AHEAD 
 
 

Enter deeply into the Easter Triduum this week, by          
scheduling as few things as you can (without breaking prior 
commitments), and organise your days so that you need not 
run or hurry  to or from a time of prayer. 
 
On Good Friday, we are abstructed to abstain from meat and 
fast from all but one full meal—depending on age and       
wellness. What is one vice or bad habit that Jesus would     
invite you to leave with him at the cross this Good Friday? 
What is a virtue or good habit you would take up to replace 
it? 
 

Source: Grace 2020 Lenten Program, Diocese of Wollongong 
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6TH SUNDAY OF LENT—PALM SUNDAY 
 

Dominic, 47, is a former teacher and father of six from Papua New Guinea. In 2016, he    

became involved with the Caritas Australia’s Safe House and Family Anonymous programs 
and turned a difficult life and an unhappy relationship around. The program provides      

gender-based violence prevention training, counselling services and safe accommodation 
for a women and children survivors of violence. Now a community trainer, he works with 
other men to help them to change their behaviour and build more harmonious family lives. 

Dominic and his wife, Christophylda say that their family life is now harmonious, happy and 

safe. 

 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help support the Safe House      

project and help bring greater harmony to families in Papua New Guinea.  

Let’s Go Further, Together.  

                                                                              You can donate through Parish boxes and 

envelopes, by visiting  
www.caritas.org.auprojectcompassion  

or phoning 1800 024 413. 

Unfortunately, we do not have the resources to 
livestream Mass for you from our parish, especially 
during this very special time of Holy Week. 
However, the Archdiocese of Sydney will be 
livestreaming the Easter Triduum services online, 
with the Good Friday service and Easter Sunday 
Mass broadcasted on Channel 7. 
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses/    
 

HOLY THURSDAY 16th APRIL: 
6.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper (livestreamed) 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 17th APRIL: 
10.00am Stations of the Cross (livestreamed) 
3.00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion   
            (livestreamed and televised on Channel 7) 
 
HOLY SATURDAY 18th APRIL: 
6.30pm Easter Vigil (livestreamed) 
 
EASTER SUNDAY 19th APRIL: 
10.30am Easter Sunday Mass 
            (livestreamed and televised on Channel 7) 
 
Please like our Facebook Page: Holy Family Parish, 
Mt Druitt (www.facebook.com.au/HFPMtDruitt) for 
the latest updates. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
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PARISH UPDATES: 
 

• The Parish Office remains open. However, staff may 
sometimes work from home. So, if you plan on    
visiting the office, please phone in beforehand      
(02) 9628 7272 or email enquiry@holyfamily.org.au 

• Some of you have been asking about your            
contributions towards the Planned Giving Envelope 
scheme. We thank you for your continued support 
and suggest that you either: 

• hold on to your envelopes until things    
return to normal; 

• drop your envelopes into the office (as per 
necessary) 

• consider making a direct transfer to the 
parish account, referencing your envelope 
number and last name. The details are: 

 

Commonwealth Bank 
Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00446 
 

• For your Project Compassion boxes/ envelopes, 
please use the same process as the Planned Giving 
envelopes mentioned above. 

 
If you have any further questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Parish Office.  
We are thinking of and  praying for you all, and 
look forward to the time we can gather again as 
Communion. 

This retreat has been prepared by the staff of Jesuit    

Communications for the use of people who have to       

isolate themselves for 14 days during the Coronavirus 

crisis. Of course, other people who may find it helpful are 

also welcome to use it. 

 

The retreat has suggestions for each of the fourteen 

days. It is meant to be a help – your servant and not your 

master. You are free to follow it through or to pick out   

particular days. A shorter retreat that keeps the basic  

pattern could involve days 1, 2, 5, 10, 11, 12, 14. 

 

The suggestions on how to pray the retreat invite you to 

imagine yourself in different Gospel stories. This is a 

good way to pray, so worth trying out. But feel free to pray 

in your any way that you are comfortable with. 

 

Each day also includes a way of reviewing your day and 

how your heart has been moved during it. This can be 

especially helpful if you are finding the time of isolation 

wearisome. 

 

‘With Jesus in the Desert’ is an online retreat that has 

been developed for people who are in social isolation  

during the coronavirus pandemic. It has been designed to 

run for 14 days, but may be adapted and run as needed.  

Find it on https://www.pray.com.au/ OR the 

Australian Jesuits page on Facebook. 

 

If you have someone to contact in any way during the 

retreat to speak about what is happening in your retreat 

and your day, that could be very helpful. 

Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality Australia can put   people 

in touch with experienced spiritual directors for              

one-to-one spiritual direction using online platforms such 

as FaceTime, Skype and Zoom.  

For enquiries, please contact (02) 9488 4597. 

 


