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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

We are created as social beings (this is one reason why isolation in lockdown is so hard). God created man and woman to be 
joined together as the bond of a family. I was lucky to grow up inside a loving family, however imperfect it still was. My family 
went through good times and hard times. There were times of great celebration and joy, of shared parties, of open            
conversations around the table. Then there were times when we lived close to the poverty line, and times when we fought each 
other. 
 
I was lucky to witness how love transcended all of this. My father was certainly not perfect, he had many traits that I struggled 
against (some unfortunately I have inherited). But underneath the lack of shared emotions (“men don’t share feelings”), the    
discipline and stubbornness, I knew that I was loved by him, so I can transfer this to see the Holy Father’s love for me. 
 
There are times when a marriage should end - when it has become abusive, when we have been forced into it, etc. - but this is 

rarer than the divorce rate. Too many people pull out of marriage 
(and other commitments) when things get hard, rather than      
struggling through the hard times. So Moses had to give an        
exception to the people for bad judgement, a way out. 
 
But from the beginning God made a perfect system. This does not 
mean it will be easy, but that it will lead us to discover how much 
we are deeply loved by God if we stay faithful to the image of God 
within us as we respond to receiving and giving love in abundance. 
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SECOND reading: Hebrews 2:9-11 
 

We do indeed see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the Angels, now 

crowned with glory and honour because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace 

of God might taste death for everyone. 

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 

sons and daughters to glory should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 

through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all 

from one. For this reason he is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 
 

gospel acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia! 

If we love one another, God will live in us in perfect love. 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: Mark 10:2-12 (shorter) 

Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce 

his wife?” Jesus answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses 

allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 

But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this              

commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 

female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 

wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 

Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. Jesus said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if 

she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR B 

27th Sunday in ordinary time 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

LIST OF THE SICK: Sylvia Greene, Lopisoni Makario, George Mallouk, Zarouf Mallouk, Ave Sio, Cristina Frugone, Tracey Tosatto, Sandra Roseworn,              

Kenny McConnell, Jean Toovey, Kilisimasi Lolesio, Jose Manalo, Fely Dela Paz Manalo, Thomas Hurst, Monica Taylor, Pacita Galasgas, Dimaano, Leo Teman, 

Gene Nieborski, Colleen Hodges, Gerry Borg, Louise Hall, Helen Ryan, Lemauga Tuliatu, Vailemani Selui, Margaret Kearney, Eleanor Petterson, Margaret Joyce, 

Mary Facer, Antonia Beemster, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Vaha Vave, Barry Barrakett, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, Ian Watts, Corina Valentine,    

Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, Fe Llave, Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards,        

Boyet Llave. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: John Healey, Mary Meagher, Juan Navarro, Tom Flood, Rocco Dominici Kevin Walz, Carmencita Inocencio, George Nematalla ,                

Estefan D’Cauna, Charlie Wilkinson, Mel Fouhy,  Manuel Herrero, Epifania Saquitan, Salvadore (Buddy) Datoc, Connie Wells, Fr.  Bernie King, Martianus Tunggal, 

Tina Lane, Margaret Best, Richmond Byrne Jnr, John Carlow, Luke Cassar, Ronald Aldridge, Milly Anderson, Willian Charles Flynn, Baby Holly Kelly,              

Nellie Shepherd, Ivan Glasheen, Win Walton, Rev Tom Leonard, Joan d’ Cruze, Irene Nardie, Kevin Williams, Martha Abood, Crisp in Andrade, Cyril Eakin,           

Ana Seina Toa Filipe, Thelma Muller. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Aunty Janice Brown. 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 10th OCTOBER 2021   —  28th WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME:  YEAR B 

1st Reading: Widsom 7: 7-11   2nd Reading: Hebrews 4: 12-13          Gospel: Mark 10: 17-30 
 

First reading: Genesis 2: 18-24 
 

The Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his     

nostrils the breath of life, and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.  

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him 

a helper as his partner.” So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of 

the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he 

would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its 

name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every 

animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took 

one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had 

taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 

Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one 

shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” 

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they 

become one flesh. 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 128 
 

 May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives. 
 

Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in his ways. 

You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands; 

you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you. R. 
 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; 

your children will be like olive shoots around your table. R. 
 

Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord. 

The Lord bless you from Zion.  

May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. 

Congratulations to  
Brett O’Neill SJ  

on his Ordination 
 

 

Australian Jesuit scholastic Brett O’Neill was ordained a deacon in 
Boston on 18 September. 
You may remember Brett when he served his time as a Jesuit Novice 
here in Mt Druitt. 
Let us continue to pray for Brett as he begins the next stage of his 
journey in service of God.  

CELEBRATING THE 

 
During this month of the  Most Holy Rosary, 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
we encourage you and your families 

to pray the rosary daily 
for our families, our community, and our world. 

 
#POWERFULWEAPON #HARDTIMESPRAYHARDER 



 

 
 
 

SAFETY IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY! WE ALL HAVE A DUTY OF CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER. 
KEEP SAFE // STAY WARM  // CHECK IN ON YOUR LOVED ONES // WE WILL GET THROUGH THIS. 

LET US CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER 

 

Tuesday -Thursday: 9.00am—3.00pm 

Friday:  9.00am—12.00pm 

CLOSED ON MONDAY & WEEKENDS 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
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DIRECT PARISH DONATIONS 

• If you would like to make an online donation to our parish, please 
make a direct transfer payment to: Commonwealth Bank 

 Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
 BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 0000446 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE FIRST COLLECTION while in lockdown 

With the continued lockdown of our Church, you may wish to make an EFT          

contribution to support your Clergy, i.e. what you would normally place on 

the first collection.  

To do, please use the following details: 

BSB 067950 Account No 00004265 Account Name Diocesan Clergy         

Reference 6024 (followed by) your name. This will enable us to credit your 

donation to your parish. 

Thank you for your contributions – they are much appreciated.  

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in the  
Holy Eucharist. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into 
my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if 
You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

If you are not able to access our parish Sunday Mass online, you can 
make an Act of Spiritual Communion while watching Mass For You At 
Home broadcast at: 
 

6am Sunday morning on Network Ten (metropolitan) and  
WIN Television (regional) and  

10am on Foxtel’s Aurora channel 173 

CONSECRATED HOSTS 
 

During this time of lock-down, you may still receive the            
Eucharist. Someone from your family will need to come to the   
Parish and collect consecrated hosts in a suitable container 
(preferably a pyx) and handle this with the necessary           
sacredness. We would prefer if you came regularly rather than 
take home large amounts. 
Contact the Parish Office or message us via Facebook OR 
email  enquiry@holyfamily.org.au to arrange a suitable time. 

 
COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2022 

 
Columban Calendars for 2022 will be  

available soon for $10. 
 

If you would like to reserve a copy, please 
contact the parish office 02 9628 7272. 

 
Limited copies available! 

 

HOLY FAMILY PFIZER VACCI NE HUB 
 

With the success of the Holy Family Pfizer Vaccine Hub over 
the past two months, Western Sydney Health have extended 
its commitment to the Mt Druitt community. We are again 
being asked to target those, especially the vulnerable, who 
live or work in this local area. 
 

This time we are accepting appointments for those aged 
12+ (certain conditions for ID etc. are required). Please     
contact the Parish office during office hours on either 
96287272 or 0497966277 to make enquires. 
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH VISION 
 

Holy Family Mt Druitt is a welcoming community: 
♱ on a journey towards a personal encounter with Jesus; 

♱ called to unity and celebrating our diversity; 
♱ living and sharing the joy of the Gospel. 

 As the First Assembly of the Plenary Council gets 
underway on 3 October, you can tune in from home 
as the almost 300 Members of the Plenary Council 
discern the future of the Australian Church. The 
Plenary Council is providing livestreamed Daily 
Masses from 9.30am AEDT and access to the Plenary 
session livestreams from 11am AEDT. To find out 
more and to tune in to the daily sessions, please 
visit plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/assembly-1 
 
DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA LAUNCHES PLENARY 
COUNCIL WEBSITE 
 

A new website provides resources for parishioners in 
the Diocese of Parramatta to stay involved in the    
Plenary Council, which is exploring what the future of 
our Church should look like.  
The first assembly starts in October, so visit  
parracatholic.org/plenary-2021/ to find a range of 
information, a Diocesan prayer and more.  

TUNE IN DAILY TO THE SESSIONS OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL 

On Sunday October 3, the Plenary Council of the Australian Catholic 
Church will assemble for the first time. This is the end of a long 
process that began three and a half years ago. We now seem to live 
in a different country, in a different age. Its planning and initial 
stages began before the bushfires, before coronavirus, before the 
restrictions and lockdowns that have been part of our daily lives.     
It was conceived as a process that would bring people together    
personally in their local churches and finally in large gatherings.     
Its final stage come when people cannot gather to celebrate Mass in 
much of Australia and the members of the Council will meet        
electronically.  

In the face of so much change it is helpful to remind      
ourselves of what the Council is about and what we might hope for 
from it. Pastoral Councils are held from time to time in the Church 
to discuss issues of national importance for the Church. This is the 
first to be held in Australia since 1937. Their structure was         
regulated at a time when it was conceived as a gathering of        
Bishops, but it takes place when Pope Francis has pressed for 
Church governance in which all Catholics are involved. In this      
Council only Bishops will vote on its decisions, and clergy and     
Religious form the majority of the Council members. Despite these 
limitations, the preparations for the Council tried to involve as many 
Catholics as possible at parish level, in naming the main issues    
facing the Church today, giving feedback in the preparation of   
material for the Council discussions. Lay people from each Diocese 
will be among the members of the Council.   
 This very complex process began with a very simple 
question: What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this 
time? The question is deliberately broad: it can be asked of the   
internal life of the Church as it is expressed in our liturgy, teaching, 
parish and diocesan organisation and decision making. It can also 
be asked, as Pope Francis has emphasised, about the relationship of 
the Church to the wider society in our outreach to people who are 
not Catholic or marginalised by society, and in our contribution to 
public life and conversation.  

At the Council the members will have the benefit of the 
feedback from people in its earlier stages. They will be expected to 
take account not only of what we have said but of the passion with 
which we have brought to particular issues.  
 What might we hope that the Council will deliver?   
Pope Francis has recently spoken much of his own hopes. He is 
more concerned with good process than with good conclusions. He 

does not see the Council as a  parliamentary meeting in which    
positions are debated and decided by vote. He sees them as       
exercises in listening in which all present are taken beyond their 
initial convictions. People may continue to differ but they will have 
recognised deeper truths behind the difference.  In this respect we 
all will be listening for the voice of the Spirit. 
 That process puts much emphasis on reflective prayer. 
This does not mean saying more prayers but making more space for 
reflection on what people have heard and said and on our own inner 
response. We do not stop at the point of agreement or               
disagreement but keep listening to what is being said beyond the 
words and behind our own instinctive response. The Council relies 
on a process of listening enriched and purified through prayer. 
 Over the sessions of the Council multiple answers to 
the simple question with which the process began will emerge and 
be refined. They shall then need to be received by people like us at 
the grass roots. It is understandable that many people have been 
sceptical about the Council. It takes a lot of trust in the Holy Spirit to 
invest effort and to place hope in such a process. But who better to 
trust?  
 

 
Article by Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ 

Image:  Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
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