
 

MASS FOR YOU AT HOME 
 

CELEBRATE MASS THIS SUNDAY, 24th MAY, WITH  

FR GREGORY JACOBS SJ. 
 

STREAMING AT 9.00AM VIA: 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/HFPMTDRUITT 

and HOLY FAMILY PARISH MT DRUITT YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

The  Ascens i o n  o f  the  L o rd  
 

Today is a day for looking up to heaven. The crucifixion showed that Jesus was a man who shared the same vulnerabilities that we do—he 

was wrongly convicted, his friends abandoned him, he suffered and died for all to see, he was buried in a tomb. The resurrection changed 

all that and showed that Jesus is also divine—giving us all a taste of what is to come. Now Jesus goes to join the Father in heaven, and we 

look up in wonder and awe. 

However, we are not asked to stay on the mountain. When the euphoria of the moment is passed, we are sent on mission, “Go, therefore, 

and make disciples…” What is it to be a disciple? It starts with an individual encounter with Jesus. Get to know Jesus for yourself, what he 

says and teaches, what lies beneath his parables and stories. Let Jesus open up his life to you as a way of understanding your own life. (One 

of the great moments of confirmation of my own life as a Jesuit was to read the Gospel and the autobiography of St Ignatius, and find      

connections with my own story. My story, although unique, fits in 

with being a Christian and with being a Jesuit.) That is all that is         

required to be a disciple—have an encounter with Jesus, and find 

the connection with your own story. Then go and share that story, 

help others to have the same encounter, the same shared connection 

with Jesus: “Go, therefore, and make disciples…” 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au HOLY FAMILY PARISH WEBSITE: www.holyfamily.org.au 
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first reading: Acts 1:1-11 
Jesus was lifted up while they looked on. 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from 
the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the Apostles whom he had chosen. 
After his suffering he presented alive to them by many convincing proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 

there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard 
from me; for John baptised with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy 

Spirit not many days from now.” 
So when they had come together, they asked him “”Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to 
know the time or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judaea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight, While he was going and they were gazing up to-

ward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 

has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 46(47):2-3,6-9.  
 

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 

a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 

Clap your hands, all your peoples; 
shout to God with loud songs of joy. 

For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, 
a great king over all the earth. R.  
 

God has gone up with a shout,  

the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. R. 
 

For God is the king of all the earth; 

sing praises with a Psalm. 
God is king over the nations; 

God sits on his holy throne. R. 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR a 

year of MATTHEW 

SECOND reading: Ephesians 1:17-23 
In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life. 
 

Brothers and sisters: I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 

him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is 
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious     

inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 
power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and   

authority and power and dominion, above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the age to come. 

And he has put all things under his feet and has made him in the head over all 
things for the Church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

gospel acclamation:  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel.  

I am with you always, until the end of the world. 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 
Go and make disciples of all nations. 
 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had di-

rected them. Whey they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 
 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 

I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

LIST OF THE SICK: Eleanor Petterson, John Healey, Margaret Joyce, Mary Facer, Antonia Beemster, Lopisoni Makario,              

Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Vaha Vave, Barry Barrakett, Shirley Chapman, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, Maria Hannelas,      

Ian Watts, Corina Valentine, Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, Maria Llave,     

Maria Belisario, Fe Llave, Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards, Boyet Llave. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Kathleen Donnelly, Pat Allen, Val Hardy, Lusia Sitani, Cecil Benson, John Benson, Elsie Llige, Helen Chambers, 

Kilistina Kiteau, Vicente (Vic) Araullo, Mario Llige, Gary Hallett, Lyn Burton, Simon Gunn, Dianna Margetson, Maria Gatt, Cynthia 

Schumacher, William (Billy) Whiting, Leslie Sercombe, Bill Wilson, Jeanette Monk, Shanese Allen,  Anthony Saliba, Ester Sharlton, 

Charlie Vella, Maria Carvalho, Fr J O’Shea, Dennis Kennedy, Alice Lowles,John O’Brien, Vincent Conovan.   
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Colin Summerfield, Fr Adolfo Nicolas SJ. 

 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY  

31st MAY 2020 

PENTECOST SUNDAY  

in YEAR A 

  

First Reading:  Acts 2:1-11         

Second Reading:   
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13  

Gospel:   John 20:19-23 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
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PARISH COLLECTIONS 
 

• If you would like to make a donation towards the        
Diocesan Priests’ Pastoral Revenue, i.e. 1st Collection, 
you can do so via: 

Acc Name: Parramatta Diocesan Clergy 
 BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00004265 
 Make sure to Reference: 6024 Donation 
 
• If you would like to make a donation to our parish, 

please make a direct transfer payment to: 
 

Commonwealth Bank 
Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00446 

• For Planned Giving Envelope contributions, please either: 

• drop your envelopes off to the parish office, 

• hold on to them until we continue having 
Masses in the church, 

• OR make a direct transfer payment to the 
parish account (details above), and reference 
your envelope number. 

During this time of lock-down, you may 
still receive the Eucharist. Someone from 
your family will need to come to the    
Parish and collect consecrated hosts in a 
suitable container (preferably a pyx) and 
handle this with the necessary               
sacredness. We would prefer if you came 
regularly rather than take home large 
amounts. 
Contact the Parish Office for assistance. 

Dear Families and Friends in Faith, 
 

As of Friday 15th May, 2020, with the given restrictions, 

we wish to inform you that until further notice: 
 

1. Church doors and Eucharistic Mass for the public 

will remain closed. 

We hope to open the doors for our Weekday Masses 

when we are allowed to gather up to 20 people in the 

church. 

We are still working out logistics to ensure best practice 

and safety of our community, before opening the doors 

for private prayer. We will notify you of any changes, 

when they come into place. 

Sunday Mass will continue to be streamed online from 

9.00am via our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 
 

2. Baptisms, Sacrament of Reconciliation, and               

Marriages will commence via appointment only, and 

following the restrictions of the government. 
 

3. 20 mourners indoors and 30 mourners outdoors are 

permitted for funerals, in addition to clergy and funeral 

directors. 
 

We look forward to the time where we can celebrate 

Mass together as a family. But in these times of             

uncertainty, we continue to turn to God in prayer to 

help us overcome the challenges our world faces. May 

we be encouraged also, in this month of our Mother 

Mary, to pray the Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

each day, for our families, our Church, and our world. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Fr Gregory Jacobs SJ. 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENT 

You are invited to come together in an online community to 
explore life, faith and meaning. 
 

Alpha offers a video each week followed by small group   
discussion to explore the Christian faith in a friendly and 
comfortable environment. 
 

It begins on Monday, 1st June 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 

To register for Alpha or to find out more information, visit 
https://www.parracatholic.org./alphaonline/ or call Lisa on 
0448 652 720. 
 

Alpha Online is being hosted by the Pastoral Planning Office 
of the Diocese of Parramatta. 
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O Mary, 

You shine continuously  

on our journey 

as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you,  

Health of the Sick, 

who, at the foot of the cross, 

were united with Jesus’ suffering, 

and persevered in your faith. 

“Protectress of the Roman people”,  

you know our needs, 

 

 

and we know that you will provide,  

so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 

joy and celebration may return 

after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves  

to the will of the Father 

and to do what Jesus tells us. 

For he took upon himself  

our suffering, 

and burdened himself  

 

with our sorrows 

to bring us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection.  

Amen. 
 

We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 
Do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, 
but deliver us always 
from every danger, 
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
Amen. 

Image source:  
catholicexchange.com 
 
Prayers source: The Vatican 
 

 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect Australians’ 
lives, including their worship, the Catholic bishops will       
entrust the country to the care of Mary Help of Christians on 
her feast day next week. 
 

The bishops issued a message with words of encouragement 
to the Catholic people of Australia, noting that the country 
“has certainly suffered because of the pandemic, but not as 
grievously as some other countries”. 
 

“Australians in general have also shown the solidarity and 
good sense, the generosity and kindness needed in such a 
time. In our healthcare workers particularly we have seen an 
exceptional spirit of self-sacrifice, and for that we are all 
grateful.” 
 

The bishops also acknowledge the role that churches and 
other religious communities have played, which has included 
the suspension of public worship and the closure of places of 
worship. 
 

“This has been a real deprivation, and the bishops                
understand not only your anxiety about the virus and       
shutdown but more especially your deep desire to return to 
the sacraments and to resume public worship,” they wrote. 
 

“There is a real hunger in this. It is something we all feel, and 
we long for the time when our hunger will be satisfied as   
together we return to the feast of the Lord.” 
 

The bishops urged the faithful to continue to adhere to       
government and medical advice, noting the collaboration 
between those authorities and Catholic leaders to support 
the re-opening of church and the staged resumption of public 
worship. 
 

The Australians Bishops entrust Australia to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary under the title Our Lady Help of Christians, 
seeking her intercession for the safety of all our people      
especially in this time of COVID-19 pandemic. This              
entrustment will take place on the 24th or the 25th of May. 
 

Read the full article via: https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/bishops-to-
entrust-australia-to-mary-help-of-christians/ 

National Reconciliation Week  2020 Theme 
 

In 2020 Reconciliation Australia marks twenty years of  shaping 
Australia’s journey towards a more just, equitable and reconciled 
nation. 
Much has happened since the early days of the people’s movement 
for reconciliation, including greater acknowledgement of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander rights to land and sea; understanding of 
the impact of government policies and frontier conflicts; and an 
embracing of stories of Indigenous success and contribution. 
 

2020 also marks the twentieth anniversary of the reconciliation 
walks of 2000, when people came together to walk on bridges and 
roads across the nation and show their support for a more             
reconciled Australia. 
As always, we stand on the shoulders of those who came   before 
us, and Australians now benefit from the efforts and contributions 
of people committed to reconciliation in the past. 
Today we work together to further that national journey towards a 
fully reconciled country. 

 

Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals,     
families, communities, organisations and importantly as a nation. 
At the heart of this journey are relationships between the broader 
Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. 
 

We strive towards a more just, equitable nation by championing 
unity and mutual respect as we come together and connect with 
one another. 
 

On this journey, Australians are all In This Together; every one of us 
has a role to play when it comes to reconciliation, and in playing our 
part we collectively build relationships and communities that value 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures. 
 

Find out more via:  
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/ 


