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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

F i f th  S unday  o f  Eas te r  
 

This period of lockdown can be either a blessing or a curse. An early prediction was that we could either see a whole lot of new pregnancies 

during this time, or an increase in domestic violence – I have heard stories of both already. What the Church is asking of us during this time of 

lockdown, and especially every Easter, is to come to know and feel comfortable with Jesus/God our Father. 

Jesus came that we might get to know and love God, that we might feel “at home” in God’s presence and feel God’s love for us. To quote from 

Brendan Byrne SJ: Jesus “himself is ‘the Way’ to the revelation of the Father (‘the Truth’), in which is contained the gift of ‘(eternal) 

life’ (‘the Life’). In relating to Jesus, we become ‘at home’ with God and God with us.” So during this time of lockdown, when we hopefully 

have more time to spend with God, with family and with ourselves, the grace to pray for is that we might feel more “at home” with God.      

May we learn to feel more comfortable sitting with God in 

prayer, listening to him, talking with him as a friend and      

companion, or just remaining silent in quiet contemplation of 

the presence of one another to each other. May we bring to God 

our frustrations and anxiety about this time of isolation and 

living so closely together. May we bring to God our joys of 

deeper intimacy and companionship with those we love. 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au HOLY FAMILY PARISH WEBSITE: www.holyfamily.org.au 

.

. 

!

!Disclaimer: This is our first time recording Mass online, so there may be technical or logistical 

issues. We appreciate your patience, and your feedback for future recordings. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffreesvg.org%2Fstylized-holy-grail-illustration&psig=AOvVaw377NhKHiyTMcgq79UwQWLR&ust=1589002196727000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiptNHEo-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY 17th MAY 2020 —  

SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER -  YEAR A 

  

 First Reading:  Acts 6:1-7      Second Reading:  1 Peter 2:4-9 

Gospel:   John 14:1-12 

first reading: Acts 6:1-7  
They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and wisdom. 
 

Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the 
Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being 

neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the twelve called together the 
whole community of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should 

neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. Therefore, brothers, 
select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit 

and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, will 
devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.” 

What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, 

Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a convert of Antioch. They had these men 
stand before the Apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased 

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to 
the faith. 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19. R. v.22 
 

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous. 
Praise befits the upright. 

Praise the Lord with the lyre; 
make melody to him with the harp of ten strings. R. 
 

For the word of the Lord is upright, 

and all his work is done in faithfulness. 
He loves righteousness and justice; 

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. R. 
 

Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, 

on those who hope in his steadfast love, 
to deliver their soul from death, 

and to keep them alive in famine. R. 
 

SECOND reading: 1 Peter 2:4-9 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood. 
 

Beloved: Come to the Lord, a living stone, though rejected by human beings 

yet chosen and precious in God’s sight. Like living stones, let yourselves be 
built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual        

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

For it stands in Scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the    

corner,” and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them 
fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 

do. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own   

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR a 

year of MATTHEW 

gospel acclamation:  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; 

no one comes to the Father, except through me. 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: John 14:1-12 
I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 

believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if 

I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
so that where I am , there you may be also. And you know the way to the place 

where I am going.” 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 

know the way?” 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. 

From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 

the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 

dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father  
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 

Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I 
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 

Father.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

 

LIST OF THE SICK: John Healey, Margaret Joyce, Mary Facer, Antonia Beemster, 

Lopisoni Makario, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Vaha Vave, Barry Barrakett, 

Shirley Chapman, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, Maria Hannelas, Ian Watts, Corina 

Valentine, Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher,     

Ray Fenech, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, Fe Llave, Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards, 

Boyet Llave. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Maria Gerada, Jilan Rizuallah, Charles Vella, Val Hardy,           

Lusia Sitani, Cecil Benson, John Benson, Elsie Llige, Helen Chambers, Kilistina Kiteau, 

Vicente (Vic) Araullo, Mario Llige, Gary Hallett, Lyn Burton, Simon Gunn,               

Dianna Margetson, Maria Gatt, Cynthia Schumacher, William (Billy) Whiting,         

Leslie Sercombe, Bill Wilson, Jeanette Monk, Shanese Allen,  Anthony Saliba,                  

Ester Sharlton, Charlie Vella, Maria Carvalho, Fr J O’Shea, Dennis Kennedy,          

Alice Lowles, John O’Brien, Vincent Conovan.  
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Laurie Finn. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm|psm
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DONATIONS for  
PROJECT  

COMPASSION 
 

• Please return Project Compassion donations to the parish office 
by Monday 18th May, 2020. 

• Alternatively, you can bank your donation and make a transfer 
to the parish account: 
           Commonwealth Bank 

Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00446 
Reference: Caritas2020 [YOUR LAST NAME] 
     Email your remittance advice notice to:                       
     enquiry@holyfamily.org.au 

• If you require a tax deductible receipt, please also email through 
the following details: 

 First and Last Name 

 Full address 

 Contact Number 
If you have any further questions or require help with this, please do 
not hesitate to contact us at the parish office. 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
 

• If you would like to make a donation towards the Diocesan 
Priests’ Pastoral Revenue, i.e. 1st Collection, you can do so via: 

Acc Name: Parramatta Diocesan Clergy 
 BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00004265 
 Make sure to Reference: 6024 Donation 

• If you would like to make a donation to our parish, please make 
a direct transfer payment to: 

 

Commonwealth Bank 
Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00446 

• For Planned Giving Envelope contributions, please either:  

• drop your envelopes off to the parish office,  

• hold on to them until we continue having Masses in 
the church, 

• OR make a direct transfer payment to the parish 
account (details above), and reference your        
envelope number. 

During this time of lock-down, you may still receive the 
Eucharist. Someone from your family will need to come to 
the Parish and collect consecrated hosts in a suitable     
container (preferably a pyx) and handle this with the     
necessary sacredness. We would prefer if you came        
regularly rather than take home large amounts. 
Contact Fr Gregory on 0487 778 154 if you need any        
assistance. 

LIVE, GIVE, LOVE and LEARN 
Where to find hope: 

 

1. Find hope in action.  
Take the steps necessary to move towards the life that makes 
your heart sing. For me, that meant improving my health 
through changes in diet, schedules, and overall lifestyle. 
 

2. Find hope in love.  
Share your deepest desires and let the people that love you 
help you on your journey. We are all in this together. It will 
be hard to ask for help, but do it anyway. They need to help 
you as much as you need their help. 
 

3. Find hope in education.  
Knowledge really is power. The more you know, the easier 
it will be to move forward. If you don’t know enough, it’s 
harder to take appropriate action. 
 

4. Find hope in giving.  
Give your time, talent, and treasure to those who need your 
gifts. Turn your attention to someone else and you’ll create 
hope for them and for you. 
 

5. Find hope in gratitude.  
Be grateful for your life and your opportunities every day. 
With that awareness of how blessed you really are, come 
great hope. 
 

6. Find hope in trust.  
Believe in yourself and others to be life changers and world 
changers. You have the power to make things better and   
different. 
 

7. Find hope in intuition.  
Listen to the voice that comes from your heart. That voice 
knows you. That voice will guide you. 
 

8. Find hope in change.  
The only constant in this world is change. Go with the flow 
and experience all that change has to offer. 
 

9. Find hope in letting go.  
Let go of your fear, your sadness, your anxiety, or anything 
else that is holding you back. Letting go will give you space 
to let hope in. 
 

10. Find hope in the least expected places.   
You can’t always predict where you will find hope or who 
might give it to you. Keep an open heart and be ready for 
hope to surprise you.  
With hope comes health. It might not be exactly how you 
pictured it, but if you can find the goodness in it, hope will 
deliver. 
 

LET HOPE CHANGE YOU, AND LET HOPE LET 
YOU CHANGE THE WORLD! 

 

-Courtney Carver, tinybudda.com 
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O Mary, 

You shine continuously  

on our journey 

as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you,  

Health of the Sick, 

who, at the foot of the cross, 

were united with Jesus’ suffering, 

and persevered in your faith. 

“Protectress of the Roman people”,  

you know our needs, 

 

 

and we know that you will provide,  

so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 

joy and celebration may return 

after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves  

to the will of the Father 

and to do what Jesus tells us. 

For he took upon himself  

our suffering, 

and burdened himself  

 

with our sorrows 

to bring us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection.  

Amen. 
 

We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 
Do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, 
but deliver us always 
from every danger, 
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
Amen. 

Image source:  
catholicexchange.com 
 
Prayers source: The Vatican 
 

PRAYER  
All-loving God, we give you thanks and praise for mothers young and 
old. 
We pray for young mothers, who give life and count toes and tend to 
our every need. May they be blessed with patience and tenderness to 
care for their families and themselves with great joy. 
 

We pray for our own mothers who have nurtured and cared for us. 
May they continue to guide us in strong and gentle ways. 
 

We remember mothers who are separated from their children          
because of war, poverty, or conflict. May they feel the loving embrace 
of our God who wipes away every tear. 
 

We pray for women who are not mothers but still love and shape us 
with motherly care and compassion. 
 

We remember mothers, grandmothers, and great-grandmothers who 
are no longer with us but who live forever in our memory and nourish 
us with their love. 

 

Amen. 

 

REASONS WHY WE LOVE OUR MUM! 
 

1. She supports all our crazy ideas—just 
not the ones that could hurt you. Mothers 
know best and when she believes that 
something is right for you, she would do 
everything just to help you achieve it. 

2. She’s the first person to give you a call whenever you’re 
still out late. Mothers worry too much, in a good way. 
Always let her know that you are safe and sound. 

3. She makes you feel special at times when you feel     
worthless. Your mother will be the only person who will 
love you for who you are even at times when you feel 
unloved. She will remind you how precious and beautiful 
you have become even if you, yourself, can’t see it. 

4. She gives you strength whenever you’ve lost confidence in 
yourself. She will never give up on you even if you have 
already given up on yourself. 

5. She understands that you’re not perfect and still helps you 
love yourself. She will always remind you that             
imperfections can be beautiful. 

6. She is our greatest prayer warrior. We know that mum 
always has our back, in praying for our health and safety. 

 

There are a thousand and more reasons why we love our 
mum. What are some of yours? Share your responses with us 
via our social media page over the weekend #HFMum2020 


