
 

MASS TIMES     -     HOLY FAMILY CHURCH     -     EMERTON       

 Saturday Vigil Mass  :   5.30 pm                Sunday:  9.00 am and 10.30 am 
 

JOHN THERRY CHAPEL   (DAY CHAPEL) 

Monday                8.30am Mass 

Tuesday                6.00pm Mass 

Wednesday           6.00pm Mass 

Thursday         8.30am Mass 

Friday       9.00am Mass 

Saturday          9.00am Mass   

 We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built. 
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Parish Priest   Fr Greg Jacobs SJ     gregory@holyfamily.org.au 

Assistant Priest   Fr Patrick Mullins, SJ     hfcpat70@gmail.com 

Pastoral Associate   Sr Carlene Allen RSM carlene@holyfamily.org.au 

Site Manager    Ray Donaldson                     ray@holyfamily.org.au 

Secretary  Malia Lolesio  enquiry@holyfamily.org.au 

Music Director  Eddie Paunga Lolesio kosilio_lole@hotmail.com 

Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson Marissa Logronio  logroniom23@gmail.com 

REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

2nd  S unday  o f  Eas te r  

Filled with faith in the risen Lord, believers attended to the needs of one another and in that way effectively brought forth the end-time. 

This end-time living was a tangible reality. Even non-believers recognised that there was something marvellously different about the       

community, and they exclaimed in awe: these Christians, see how they love one another. Faith in Jesus, the Messiah and the Son of God, 

transforms ordinary people into children of God. Along with their new distinction comes a new way of living. Children of God live lives that 

are pleasing to God, lives that make faith and love tangible in the world. 

Thomas is the patron of those who must accept the truth of the resurrection on the word of others. Down through the ages, this is how it 

has been. There is no physical proof to which we can point, only the witness of others. Even the empty tomb is only an empty tomb.        

Evidence of the truth of the resurrection-claims is the change in life it effects, and we can all attest to this change. Time and again we have 

been touched by the power of the word of God; time and again it has brought our lives out of darkness into light, from the stranglehold of 

death to the birth of new life. The preaching of the disciples has been not 

only instructive, it has also been transformative. 

Like Thomas, we might tend to doubt when the claims of the preacher seem 

too amazing, the demands too extreme. Those who preach may be no more 

credible than was Thomas. Yet these are the ones to whom the message has 

been given. It is the power of the tangible word of God, passed on and     

proclaimed by weak and limited human beings, that makes the risen Lord 

mystically present in the midst of the world. 

 
Dianne Bergant with Richard Fragomeni, 

Preaching the New Lectionary Year  

Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota (1999). 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au HOLY FAMILY PARISH WEBSITE: www.holyfamily.org.au 

MASS AT WILLMOT CHURCH 

Sunday 7.30am   

Cnr Pelsart & Carteret Ave Willmot  

RECONCILIATION AND HOLY HOUR—EMERTON 

 Saturday from 9.30 am to 10.00 am 

 
 
*Register your details upon  
entering the church  
*Maintain safe distancing 

*Wash your hands regularly, and use the hand  
sanitisers supplied. 
*Wipe down your chairs before you leave. 

 
 

*Please do not enter the church if you are unwell 
and/or experiencing flu-like symptoms. 
 

MAXIMUM CAPACITY in the CHURCH = 220ppl 

 

10.00am—Mass with Fr Rob Galea  

https://www.youtube.com/

frrobgalea 

 

10.30am—Archdiocese of Sydney 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=UHTnC8gGM0g  

 

11.00am—Diocese of Parramatta 

   https://www.youtube.com/

user/ParramattaDiocese/ 

MASS FOR YOU AT HOME 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHTnC8gGM0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHTnC8gGM0g
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffreesvg.org%2Fstylized-holy-grail-illustration&psig=AOvVaw377NhKHiyTMcgq79UwQWLR&ust=1589002196727000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiptNHEo-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR B 

2nd SUNDAY of easter 

(divine mercy Sunday) 

 

gospel acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me;  

happy those who have not seen me, but still believe! 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: John 20: 19-31 
After eight days, Jesus came in and stood among them. 
 

It was evening on the day Jesus rose from the dead, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews. 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he had said 

this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 

the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 

any, they are retained.” 

But Thomas, who was called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 

nails and my in his side, I will not believe.” 

After eight days his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My 

Lord and my God!” 

Jesus said to him, “Have you believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

 

First reading: Acts 4:32-35 
The whole group was united, heart and soul. 
 

The whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held 

in common. 

With great power the Apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 

There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses 

sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the Apostles’ 

feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 117: 2-4, 15-18, 22-24 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 

Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

Let the house of Aaron say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” R. 
 

“The right hand of the Lord is exalted; 

the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.” 

I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord. 

The Lord has punished me severely, 

but he did not give me over to death. R. 
 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

This the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. R. 

 
SECOND reading: 1 John 5:1-6 
Anyone begotten by God has already overcome the world.  

 

Beloved: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 

By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 

his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the 

world. And this victory that conquers the world, our faith. 

Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 

God? This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 

only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 

Spirit is the truth. 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 18th APRIL 2021— THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 

   1st Reading: Acts 3:13-15,17-19           2nd Reading: 1 John 2:1-5

       Gospel: Luke 24:35-48      

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

LIST OF THE SICK: Kilisimasi Lolesio, Jose Manalo, Fely Dela Paz Manalo, Robert Piper,        

Thomas Hurst, Monica Taylor,  Pacita Galasgas Dimaano, Leo Teman, Gene Nieborski,           

Colleen Hodges, Gerry Borg, Louise Hall, Helen Ryan, Lemauga Tuliatu, Georgette Sioufi, 

Vailemani Selui, Margaret Kearney, Eleanor Petterson, Margaret Joyce, Mary Facer,            

Antonia Beemster, Lopisoni Makario, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Vaha Vave,                 

Barry Barrakett, Shirley Chapman, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, Ian Watts, Corina Valentine, 

Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, Maria Llave, 

Maria Belisario, Fe Llave Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards, Boyet Llave. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Jeffrey Symons, Helen Quinlivan, James Ridge, Pedro Liendo, Tess Jones, 

Estelle Fakahau, Joseph Borg, Jane Marquez, Bob Speers, Bishop Ricardo (Dili, East Timor),    

Ellie Waltz, Veronica Tobin, Charlie Tobin, Mary Toohey, Lily Keasberry, Mona Nugent, Shirley 

Butler, Simon Gunn, Fr Bob Mutlow O.P, Paciencia Junio, Ray Wyatt, Julie Mansour,               

Dianna Margetson, Maria Gatt, Cynthia Schumacher, William (Billy) Whiting, Leslie Sercomb,             

Bill Wilson, Jeanette Monk, Shanese Allen, Anthony Saliba, Ester Charlton, Charlie Vella,        

Maria Carvalho, Fr J O’Shea, Dennis Kennedy, Alice Lowles, John O’Brien. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Fr Phil Crotty SJ, Marie Martin, Mary Fenech. 

Feast Day Celebration Sunday 11th April 
Holy Family, Emerton 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 2.00pm 
Mass: 3.00pm 

“For the sake of His  

sorrowful passion,...  

 
...have mercy on us  

and on the  

whole world! 
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PARISH COLLECTIONS—SUNDAY 4th APRIL 2021 
 

1st Collection  - for the priests of the Diocese of Parramatta                  $1,027.95 

2nd Collection—for parish expenses               $1,932.45 

Holy Land appeal                $ 625.55 

DIRECT PARISH DONATIONS 
 

• If you would like to make a donation towards the Diocesan Priests’ 
Pastoral Revenue, i.e. 1st Collection, you can do so via: 

Acc Name: Parramatta Diocesan Clergy 
 BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 004265 
 Make sure to Reference: 6024 Donation 
 

• If you would like to make a donation to our parish, please make a 
direct transfer payment to: 

 

Commonwealth Bank 
Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 0000446 

... 

THE PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN BUT OUR PHONE AND      
INTERNET SERVICES ARE DOWN AT THE MOMENT! 

You can contact us via email: enquiry@holyfamily.org.au OR online 
via our website and Facebook page, and we will respond as soon as 

we can. Apologies for the inconvenience. 

“I perform works of mercy in every 
soul. The greater the sinner, the    

greater the right he has to My mercy”  
 

Diary #7203 

ST MARTIN I 
FEAST DAY:  APRIL 13 
When Martin I became pope in 649,   
Constantinople was the capital of the   
Byzantine empire and the patriarch of 
Constantinople was the most influential 
Church leader in the eastern Christian 
world.  
The struggles that existed within the 
Church at the time were magnified by the 

close cooperation of emperor and patriarch. 
A teaching, strongly supported in the East, held that Christ had no 
human will. Twice, emperors had officially favoured this position:     
Heraclius by publishing a formula of faith, and Constans II by silencing 
the issue of one or two wills in Christ. 
Shortly after assuming the office of the papacy—which he did without 
first being confirmed by the emperor-Martin held a council at the    
Lateran in which the imperial documents were censured, and in which 
the patriarch of Constantinople and two of his predecessors were   
condemned. In response, Constans II first tried to turn bishops and 
people against the pope. 
Failing in this and in an attempt to kill the pope, the emperor sent 
troops to Rome to seize Martin and to bring him back to               
Constantinople. Already in poor health, Martin offered no resistance, 
returned with Calliopas, the exarch of Constantinople, and was then 
submitted to various imprisonments, tortures, and hardships. Although 
condemned to death and with some of the imposed torture already 
carried out, Martin was saved from execution by the pleas of a       
repentant Paul, patriarch of Constantinople, who was himself gravely 
ill. Tortures and cruel treatment having taken their toll, Martin died 
shortly thereafter. He is the last of the early popes to be venerated as a 
martyr. 
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*Pope Francis Prayer Intention for 
April:   Fundamental Rights 

We pray for those who risk their 
lives while fighting for              

fundamental rights under         
dictatorships, authoritarian regimes 
and even in democracies in crisis. 

 

In its Christian context Easter Sunday celebrates the rising of Jesus to life. It 
follows his brutal execution after a trumped up trial on Good Friday. This 
year Good Friday occurs at the beginning of April, the month when Pope 
Francis dedicates his monthly prayer intention to those who risk their lives 
while fighting for fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian     
regimes and even in democracies in crisis. 
 

Such prayers have always been necessary. The sun will always rise on brave 
people as they wake ready to continue their struggle for justice, wondering 
whether at the end of the day they will be still alive. Most live in towns and 
villages of which we have never heard, in nations about which our media 
report little. But sometimes the urgency of prayer is inscribed on the faces of 
people familiar to us who have risked their lives. 
 

We are familiar with the faces of people who formed a chain of respect, 
passing from one to another Jewish people escaping during Nazi occupation. 
We may recognise the faces of writers who were killed or exiled to Siberia 
during the purges in Stalinist Russia. We may remember the faces of young 
Filipino students who offered flowers to soldiers during the Marcos era. They 
saw peace and justice prevail over violent suppression.  More recently we 
have seen the faces of students in Myanmar as they offered roses to the 
soldiers blocking their protest. Sadly their peaceful gesture has been       
rejected with increasing bloodshed and imprisonment.  
 

The names of many of these people who have put their lives on the line to 
defend the human dignity of others in times of tyranny are remembered and 
held in honour. Often modest statues to them have replaced the grandiose 
monuments to the men who hounded them. But the majority lived and often 
died humbly and unnoticed. They are among those who were ‘disappeared’ 
under Latin American and other military governments, those who have been 
arrested and have died in prison, those who have been beaten in        
demonstrations for civil rights, who have quietly refused to be intimidated by 
overwhelming power and have remained faithful, and those who in their 
writing and thinking have served the truth in the face of the lies imposed 
upon their people. 
 

 It is right for those who have seen their human rights violated 
and have suffered in defence of their families, friends and fellow citizens to 
be outraged by the savagery with which powerful, ambitious men with guns 
go to war against their unarmed fellow citizens in order to protect their     
self-claimed entitlements. It is hard not to harbour rage and hatred against 
the perpetrators. 
 

 In his prayer intention, however, Pope Francis encourages 
another way. He focuses, not on the masks of soldiers clad in black, but on 
the faces and coloured dress of the young people who in so many eras and 
places have approached them in peace, on the faces of the women who have 
beaten pots and pans in the markets to express their disapproval of the    
infringements on their human rights, and on the fleeting faces of  shadowed 
people who have filmed state violence, protested against it in poetry and 
song, sent news of it through the world, and have begged our support. 
 

 In our grief and helplessness before the systematic crushing 
of human rights Pope Francis invites us to hold these faces and those of 
their put-upon fellow countrymen in our eyes and in our prayers. A totally 
inadequate response, we might feel. It does however set the lives of these 
brave people in a wider arc in which the value of a life sacrificed and a    
freedom vainly fought for is not lost but shines and is woven into the      
tapestry of relationships between people and world, between past, present 
and future, a tapestry that will never be unpicked.   
 

 On Good Friday expediency, brutality and military efficiency at 
killing had the last word. That is the day in which so many of our sisters and 
brothers throughout the world are locked today. But in the Easters story  
three days later the sun rose, and with it rose life and love. They mock the 
claim of death and despair, anger and hatred, to have the final word in our 
world or in our hearts. The last word is given to love, to remembrance, to 
justice and to reconciliation.  
 

By Andrew Hamilton SJ 

Dr Laurie Woods Gospel Study Series 
 
CCD is pleased to offer a Study of the Gospel of St John with 
Dr Laurie Woods over 5 Fridays – 23 and 30 April and 7, 14 
and 21 May. These sessions, held from 9.30am to 2pm, will 
open our eyes to the depth of this Gospel and its application 
to everyday life, and are open to all.  
Please register with Maree at maree.collis@parracatholic.org  
or phone (02) 8838 3486. 

A message from Aid to the Church in 
Need Australia: In many places      
religious sisters are the custodians of 
the faith, but often these               

communities struggle just to live. Across the course of a year ACN 
supports more than 18,000 religious sisters in Africa, Asia, Eastern 
Europe and Latin America. Could you help support a religious sister? 
Visit www.aidtochurch.org/sisters 

 
 Australian Pasifika Climate Leadership  

Program  
 Free training for Pacific Islanders living in Western Sydney 

  
 The program is being run by the Pacific Calling Partnership (PCP) an 
initiative of the Edmund Rice Centre. PCP has been conducting this 
type of training with people from the Pacific since 2014.  
 

The program consists of two days face to face training plus             
completing an advocacy project of your choice.  
 

During the 2 days training we will talk about:  

• the effects of climate change in the    
Pacific Islands and Western Sydney  

• what is being done and ways you can 
help  

• media, advocacy  

• ideas on how to share your story  

• project planning  
 

After the two training days you will use the skills learned in an       
advocacy project of your choice. The advocacy project can be done 
with someone from the group and you will be mentored by one of the 
PCP team to ensure your success.  
 

The two training days are  
When: Saturday April 17th and      

Saturday April 24th 2021  
Where: At Schoenstatt Sisters Room  
Holy Family Centre: 11 Emert Pde 

Emerton  
Time: 9.30 morning tea for a 10.00 

start. Finish at 3.  
PCP will provide a light lunch. 

  

 Prior registration is essential  
Please contact Monique Gooch mob:0420 655 410 or 

mgooch@edmundrice.org  

How can we revitalise, 
renew and grow mutual 
relationships between 
our parish and school 
communities? 
This topic will be     
discussed at an       
upcoming Oceania 
webinar on ‘Parishes 
and Schools: One    
Community in Christ’, 
hosted by the Pastoral 
Network and the     
Mission Planners    
Network of Oceania. 
Register via: 
https://tinyurl.com/
oceaniawebinarapril20  

mailto:maree.collis@parracatholic.org
http://www.aidtochurch.org/sisters

