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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

There is an obvious link between our first reading and the gospel – concerning the widows who act generously. In fact, this illustrates a 
more widespread biblical pattern where people who act hospitably and generously, trusting in a divine promise in the face of evidence to 
the contrary, find that the Lord provides with a generosity that is overwhelming (see Gen 18:1-15; Mark 6:35-44; 8:1-9). Faith is the    
channel through which the generosity and power of God flows into the world. This is one understanding of our gospel.  
An alternative view is to interpret what is happening here not as something to admire but in effect to deplore. In his denunciation of the 
scribes in the immediately preceding verses, Jesus had singled out for critique their taking the places of honour at banquets (where they 
will be well fed), while “swallowing the poverty of widows”. This woman unwittingly puts money into a system that exploits her, and to a 
Temple that will soon be destroyed. The exploited are often so co-opted, so helpless, that they do not see what is happening. Needless to 
say, Jesus’ public sadness, his sit-in protest opposite the Treasury, and his open criticism of the political powers caught their attention. 
Sooner or later they would have to deal with him. This interpretation is not so much about the generosity of the widow, but rather the    
exploitation of her by a corrupt system that exploits her. 

Both are valid and valuable interpretations – in some ways opposite sides of the one coin. 

We can admire the widow’s generosity and faith while remaining critical of the religious 
system that drove her to such extremes. In fact, it would be good to follow her example of 
generosity and faith, while at the same time fighting the corruption that leads to such       

conditions of poverty by modern big business, governments and even religious               
organizations sometimes. 
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MASS TIMES     -     HOLY FAMILY CHURCH     -     EMERTON       

 Saturday Vigil Mass  :   5.30 pm                Sunday:  9.00 am and 10.30 am 
 

JOHN THERRY CHAPEL   (DAY CHAPEL) 

Monday                8.30am Mass 

Tuesday                6.00pm Mass 

Wednesday           6.00pm Mass 

Thursday         8.30am Mass 

Friday       9.00am Mass 

Saturday          9.00am Mass   

MASS AT WILLMOT CHURCH 

Sunday 7.30am   

Cnr Pelsart & Carteret Ave Willmot  

RECONCILIATION AND HOLY HOUR—EMERTON 

 Saturday from 9.30 am to 10.00 am 

 

 

10.30am—Archdiocese of Sydney 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHTnC8gGM0g  

 

 

11.00am—Diocese of Parramatta 

www.youtube.com/user/ParramattaDiocese/ 

MASS FOR YOU AT HOME 

 
 
*Register your details upon  
entering the church  
*Masks are mandatory. 

*Sanitise hands 
*Maintain safe distancing 
*Wipe down your chairs before you leave. 

 
 

*Please do not enter the church if you are unwell 
and/or experiencing flu-like symptoms. 
 

MAXIMUM CAPACITY in the CHURCH = 120ppl 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHTnC8gGM0g
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffreesvg.org%2Fstylized-holy-grail-illustration&psig=AOvVaw377NhKHiyTMcgq79UwQWLR&ust=1589002196727000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiptNHEo-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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SECOND reading: Hebrews 9: 24-28 
 

Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, 

but he entered into heaven itself now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.  

Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place 

year after year with blood that is not his own; for then he would have had to suffer 

again and again since the foundation of the world. 

But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by     

sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed for human beings to die once, and after 

that comes the judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, 

will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly 

waiting for him. 
 

gospel acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: Mark 12: 38-44 

 

In his teaching, Jesus said, ‘Beware of the scribes who like to walk about in long robes, 

to be greeted obsequiously in the market squares, to take the front seats in the    

synagogues and the place of honour at banquets; these are men who swallow the 

property of widows, while making a show of lengthy prayers. The more severe will be 

the sentence they receive.’ 

Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 

treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small 

copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, 

“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to 

the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of 

her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR B 

32nd Sunday in ordinary time 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  

LIST OF THE SICK: Janice Quinn, Rose Wilson, Sylvia Greene, Lopisoni Makario, George Mallouk, Zarouf Mallouk, Ave Sio, Cristina Frugone, Tracey Tosatto,     

Sandra Roseworn, Kenny McConnell, Jean Toovey, Kilisimasi Lolesio, Jose Manalo, Fely Dela Paz Manalo, Thomas Hurst, Monica Taylor, Pacita Galasgas,         

Dimaano, Leo Teman, Gene Nieborski, Colleen Hodges, Gerry Borg, Louise Hall, Helen Ryan, Lemauga Tuliatu, Vailemani Selui, Margaret Kearney,                      

Eleanor Petterson, Margaret Joyce, Mary Facer, Antonia Beemster, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Vaha Vave, Barry Barrakett, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, 

Ian Watts, Corina Valentine, Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, Fe Llave, Fara Vargas, 

Stella Edwards, Boyet Llave. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Doris Catay, Mary Bernadette Allen, Warren Lynch, Patricia Christian, Jim Mullins, Ritchie Byrne, Olive Waterhouse, Mary Nulty, Patrick Carton, 

Peter Mason, Dave Scifleet, Cornelius Polkamp, Fr Carl Boes, Tony Woodgate, Kitty Keating, Ruth Allen, Marguentle Epselis, Joseph Donovan, Samantha McIlrick, 

Peter Haroa, Adreano Ippavis, Isabel McCulloch, Timo Eriksson, Marie Perry, John Barner-Cahill, All listed in our Books of Remembrance. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Deacon Owen Rogers, Paul Paulino Matugas, Ben Wardlaw. 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2021 —  33rd WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME:  YEAR B 

1st Reading: Daniel 12: 1-3  2nd Reading: Hebrews 10: 11-14, 18 Gospel: Mark 13: 24-32 
 

First reading: 1 Kings 17: 10-16 
 

Elijah, the Prophet, set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the 

town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a 

little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” As she was going to bring it, he called 

to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 

But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of 

meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I 

may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 

Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a 

little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and 

your son. For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: ‘The jar of meal will not be    

emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the 

earth.’” 

She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for 

many days. The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according 

to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 145: 7-10 
 

 Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 

It is the Lord who keeps faith forever, who executes justice for the oppressed; 

who gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free. R. 
 

The Lord opens the eyes of the blind and lifts up those who are bowed down; 

the Lord loves the righteous and watches over the strangers. R. 
 

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow, 

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. R. 
 

 
 

 

A Parish HSC Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we bring before you our HSC students.  
Give them the gifts of wisdom, right judgement, knowledge and courage.  

Bless them with calm hearts and clarity of mind as they sit for their exams.  
May they be affirmed in their efforts and may they know that you are there with them.  
We pray that they will stay calm under pressure and work to the best of their ability.  

May they feel your loving presence in their lives, now and always,  
and may they be strengthened by the prayerful support of us, their parish community.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen  



 

 

 

Monday:  10.00am—1.00pm 

Tuesday -Thursday: 9.00am—3.00pm 

Friday:  9.00am—12.00pm 

CLOSED ON WEEKENDS 
Note: Staff meetings held on Tuesdays 9.15am—10.00am 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
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COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2022 
 

Columban Calendars for 2022 will be available shortly 
for $10ea. If you would like to reserve a copy, please 

contact the parish office 02 9628 7272. 
 

Limited copies available! 

November 11: Remembrance Day   

 Remembrance Day is held each year on November 11. It occurs in the 

middle of a less well-known celebration: the International Week of Science and Peace.    

In its early years Remembrance Day remembered specifically the soldiers who died in 

the 1914 Great War amid the poppies on Flanders fields. Now it extends to soldiers killed 

in all wars. But it is also a day to remember more generally the suffering and death 

caused by war and so to commit to making peace. That commitment also underlies the 

decision to associate together science and peace in the one week. Scientists have been 

involved in the making and conduct of war. They must also be involved in the making and 

encouraging of peace. 

 Distance from war, whether measured by space or by time, can lead to 

fascination with the destructive power of weapons, with military strategy and with 

battle as a place of honour. Service as a soldier can be romanticised and its sufferings 

whitewashed. Like so many young men in 1914 Rupert Brooke began his military service 

with a vision of young soldiers dying nobly for their nation in battle. He was then a   

romantic poet. His later writing, however, was harsh and unillusioned 

What passing-bells for these who die as cattle? 

      — Only the monstrous anger of the guns. 

      Only the stuttering rifles' rapid rattle 

Can patter out their hasty orisons. 

He had come to realise that in this war soldiers were not noble actors but cattle led to 

the slaughter. Scientists had helped to turn war into a machine that devoured people, 

contributing to the killing power of guns, explosives and poison gas and to the speed 

with which the fresh soldiers who would replace the dead and maimed and the        

munitions that would and kill and maim others in their turn could be delivered to the 

battle front. In war things and not persons ruled. 

 That is the background against which we observe Remembrance Day.   

Its poppies are blood red, recalling the rivers of blood that is shed in war. Yet each red 

poppy also stands for a person who was killed in war. For a moment we pause to    

remember soldier on both sides of war who died, each person who grieved them and 

whose life was changed because of their death, and each non-combatant who was killed 

or died of illness and hunger caused by war. We remember, too, people who survived 

the war, but within whom some quality of human life and hope had died - those who 

returned physically impaired, mentally ill or ethically desensitised, those who spent the 

rest of their lives in institutions, and those who later took their own lives.   

On Remembrance Day we do not celebrate armies and victories but recognise the   

humanity of those who died in them and mourn with those compelled to fight in them. 

 In a more critical way we grieve for the lack of responsibility and    

humanity of those who failed to avert wars, declared them, gave their lives to invent 

and produce more and more effective and brutal ways to destroy people, including the   

scientists who developed the nuclear bomb and continue to devise weapons of mass 

destruction. We remember them not to condemn them but to recognise the tragedy of 

those caught up in making war and of those who benefited from it. 

The agreement that came into force on Armistice Day 2018 sowed the seeds for another 

even more destructive war. This Remembrance Day we pray for a peace that is built on 

respect for persons in every nation, and particularly for the most vulnerable.                

We hope that the young people whom we accompany at Jesuit Social Services will never 

have to fight or suffer in the kind of wars that affected the lives of many of their      

ancestors. 

- by Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ 

SUPPORT US ONLINE 
 

For contributions towards the 1st Collection, for the clergy of 
the Diocese of Parramatta, please use the following details: 

 

Acc Name:  Diocesan Clergy 
BSB:  067 950 
Acc No:  0000 4265 
Reference: 6024 (followed by your name). 
 

For contributions towards the 2nd Collection, for our parish 
expenses, please use the following details: 

 

Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950 
Acc No: 0000 0446 
Reference: Envelope No OR Your full name). 

 
 

PARISH COLLECTIONS: 
for the weekend of the 30th/31st October 2021 

 

1st collection (for the clergy of the Diocese):     $    690.35 
2nd collection (for parish expenses):          $ 2,289.75 

ARE YOU LOOKING TO DEEPEN YOUR FAITH? 
 

The Neocatechumenal Way is giving a series of talks in the Parish Hall 
at Sacred Heart Mount Druitt (9 Ropes Creek Road).  
Every Sunday and Thursday evening at 7:30pm commencing Thursday 
the 11th of November.  
 

The talks are for anyone desiring to understand more fully what it 
means to be a Christian, wanting to transmit faith to their children, or 
looking for an answer to their suffering, loneliness, or problems within 
the family. Come and listen. Anyone can attend over the age of 13 
years. 
Contact Matthew Armour on 0438 049 116 for transport or other       
queries. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
 

Children who were already enrolled in the Sacramental     
Program, and were not able to make their First Communion 
OR First Reconciliation this year, will be rescheduled to start 

early in the new year. 
 

Please ensure your contact details are up-to-date at the    
parish office OR with the Sacramental Team, to ensure you 

receive the latest correspondence. 
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH VISION 
 

Holy Family Mt Druitt is a welcoming community: 
♱ on a journey towards a personal encounter with Jesus; 

♱ called to unity and celebrating our diversity; 
♱ living and sharing the joy of the Gospel. 


