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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Jewish people were waiting and hoping for a prophetic voice, but ultimately rejected Jesus when he came. 
What are the signs of a true prophet? Just because someone makes claims in the name of God there is no        
guarantee those claims are authentic. There may be signs that can help us recognize the true prophet, but even 
they are not always clear-cut. It is not uncommon that we heed the voices that sound very much like our own 
and avoid those that are different (we see this happen a lot in politics – we agree with our party but reject the 
opposition). 

Pope Francis has talked about the rejection that he has faced as Pope. He sees this coming in three different ways: 
first, from those of goodwill who show “open resistance”. They show signs of life and hope of dialogue and should 
therefore be listened to and welcomed. Then there is “hidden resistance” from fearful or stonyhearted people who 
are often outwardly supportive but inwardly determined to keep everything exactly the same way. The third 
group offer “malicious resistance”; these people brazenly denounce and accuse others as a way of avoiding their 
own need for conversion, while dressing themselves in the mantle of ‘tradition’ or ‘orthodoxy’ (there were plenty 
of each of these people in Jesus’ time too!). 

Opposition can be a sign that the reform is of God – why else would the devil bother to resist? – for not all       
opposition is of the devil; God also speaks through loving, constructive criticism. Discernment, Pope Francis       
advises, is needed. If criticism is of God, it will be patient and persistent, a gentle light that lasts and finally wins 
through; whereas the devil’s resistance is like the blinding flash of a noisy firework that dazzles but soon fades.  

So the Church today is again asking about the prophets amongst us: what messages are we rejecting? Are we     
being ‘open’ in our resistance? What resistance are we finding to our prophetic messages?  
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MASS AT WILLMOT CHURCH 

Sunday 7.30am   

Cnr Pelsart & Carteret Ave Willmot  

RECONCILIATION AND HOLY HOUR—EMERTON 

 Saturday from 9.30 am to 10.00 am 

 

Monday: 10.00am—1.00pm 

Tue-Thur: 9.00am—3.00pm 

Friday: 9.00am—12.00pm 

CLOSED ON WEEKENDS 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
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SECOND reading: 2 Corinthians 121: 7-10 
I will glory in my infirmities so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  

 

Brothers and sisters: Considering the exceptional character of the revelations, to 

keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of 

Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 

Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” 

So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 

dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 

and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.  
 

gospel acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me: 

he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: Mark 6:1-6 
A prophet is despised only in his own country.  
 

Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the Sabbath he began 

to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, 

“Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What 

deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary 

and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here 

with us?” And they took offence at him. 

Then Jesus said to them, “A Prophet is not without honour, except in his hometown, 

and among his own kin, and in his own house.” 

And Jesus could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick 

people and cured them. And Jesus was amazed at their unbelief. 

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR B 

14th Sunday in ordinary time 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

 

First reading: Ezekiel 2: 2-5 
The people are rebellious; they shall know there will be a prophet in their midst. 
 

A spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard one speaking to me: 

“Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, to a nation of rebels who 

have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me 

to this very day. The descendants and impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to 

them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’ Whether they hear or 

refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been 

a Prophet among them.” 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 122 
 

 Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his mercy. 
 

To you I lift up my eyes—O you who are enthroned in the heavens— 

as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master. R. 
 

As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

so our eyes look to the Lord our God, 

until he has mercy upon us. R. 
 

Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy, 

for we have had more than enough of contempt. 

Our soul has had more than its fill of the scorn 

of those who are at ease, 

of the contempt of the proud. R. 
 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  

LIST OF THE SICK: Lopisoni Makario, George Mallouk, Zarouf Mallouk, Ave Sio, Cristina Frugone, Tracey Tosatto, Sandra Roseworn, Kenny McConnell, Jean Toovey, 

Kilisimasi Lolesio, Jose Manalo, Fely Dela Paz Manalo, Robert Piper, Thomas Hurst, Monica Taylor, Pacita Galasgas, Dimaano, Leo Teman, Gene Nieborski,         

Colleen Hodges, Gerry Borg, Hall, Helen Ryan, Lemauga Tuliatu, Georgette Sioufi, Vailemani Selui, Margaret Kearney, Eleanor Petterson, Margaret Joyce,          

Mary Facer, Antonia Beemster, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Vaha Vave, Barry Barrakett, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, Ian Watts, Corina Valentine,           

Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, Fe Llave Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards, Boyet Llave. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Sr Marie Gaudry, Sr Cecily Gaudry, Sr Anne Derwin rsj, Susie John, Crispin Andrade, Patricia Moon, Tony Kassatly, Louis Bonnici,                  

Peter Lonergan, Edna Reid, Fr Kevin Dadswell, Charles Keasberry, Daphne Moore, Aaron Rose, Ester Fitzpatrick, Joan Ellen Smith, Ian Staples, Sr Mary Barbara 

Dwyer, Fr John McCaffery, Lutgarda Morco, Warren Lignieres, Br Kevin Ryan, Br John Catuldus Walsh, Br Roylance Ignatius Meredith, Br Leo Fogarty,                    

Br Richard Grondin, Ellen Thoroughgood, Mary Llayt, Rodney Wolank, Connie Falzon, Nau Visio, Anne Marie Lloyd, Akenese Siulopa, Ana Niumata, Noel Gadd,         

Bernice Quinn, Rev Patrick Archbold, Lorna Bremner, Mary Esma Whyte, Emily McCauley, Louis Coorey, Marie Lahood, Lawrence Uelese, Mark Collins,                  

Julia Su Namulauulu, Donald White, Maurice Normoyle, Mary Clarke, Carmen Farrugia, Kristie Jimmieson, Charlie Dodds 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 11th July 2021—  

15th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME IN YEAR B 

1st Reading: Amos 7: 12-15  

2nd Reading: Ephesians 1: 3-14 

Gospel: Mark 6: 7-13     



 

 
 

SAFETY IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY! WE ALL HAVE A DUTY OF CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER. 
SO DON’T FORGET TO, OR PLEASE REMIND YOUR FAMILY / FRIENDS TO: 

 

SIGN IN UPON ENTERING THE CHURCH  //  SANITISE YOUR HANDS  //  WEAR YOUR FACE MASK 
PRACTICE PHYSICAL DISTANCING  //   STAY HOME IF UNWELL OR EXPERIENCING COLD/FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS! 

MAXIMUM CAPACITY IN THE CHURCH: 121 PEOPLE 

A reminder also that the dispensation for Sunday Mass obligations still applies in the Diocese of Parramatta. 
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DIRECT PARISH DONATIONS 

• If you would like to make an online donation to our parish, please 
make a direct transfer payment to: Commonwealth Bank 

 Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
 BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 0000446 

Clergy Support  Foundation Donations 
It is not too late to make a tax-deductible donation to the clergy support foundation 

of the diocese of Parramatta, which supports retired priests in the diocese.  

Please make donations via credit card at  https://parracatholic.org/

csf or transfer     directly to BSB 067950 Account No 00001691 Name CSF No 1 

with names as reference and send email to csf@parracatholic.org with your details 

for receipt to be sent.  Thank you. 
We pray that, in social, economic and political situations of conflict, 
we may be courageous and passionate architects of dialogue and 
friendship. 
 
 Pope Francis often sails into headwinds in the causes he 
supports and in his reading of the Gospel. Nations and people with 
much more power than he has often act in ways quite contrary to his 
advice. He is a man often in tension with his age. 
 This conflict between Pope Francis’ teaching and the 
way in which the world works is also evident in his intention for    
July.  He calls for social friendship in all situations of conflict, 
whether it be within the Catholic Church, between nations, between 
different groups in society, and between corporations and their    
employees. Social friendship urges us not to see people who      
oppose our ideas and have interests conflicting with ours as        
enemies to be overcome. We should see them rather as our         
potential partners in building a better and more respectful society. 
 This call runs counter to many trends in Australia and 
the wider world. If we reflect, for example, on Australia’s relationship 
with China, we can clearly see a nation that shows little respect for 
human rights, is assertive in its foreign relations, has a distinctive 
history of exploitation and emancipation, and is an economic       
competitor as well as benefactor. Our relationship should reflect all 
those aspects. In the space of a few years China and its               
representatives have come to be seen as enemies with whom       
relationships should be broken off, and whose every approach 
should be rebuffed. In this process of making enemies, people of 
Chinese descent in Australia increasingly notice racial abuse and 
discrimination. We are clearly walking on a path, not to social      
friendship but to mutual social enmity.  
 This is just one example of the rejection of social    
friendship.  We can see it also in the often bitter conflict between 
people with different views on gender, race and sexuality. In the 
United States, too, even Catholics who hold different views seem to 
find it hard to speak to one another.  
 In such a world, as Pope Francis hints in his intention, it 
can take considerable courage to reach out to people with whom we 
disagree strongly. We shall be accused of letting our side down, of 
being dupes of our opponents who wish to weaken the strength of 
our hold on truth, and of overlooking the intellectual or moral      
depravity of those with whom we differ. We will be seen as weak 
links in the army of the righteous.   

- Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ 

NOTICES from around the DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA 
 

Catholic Outlook Magazine book giveaway 
With thanks to Catholic Healthcare, the Winter 2021 edition of the Catholic 
Outlook Magazine is giving away three copies of the wonderful book 
“Sharing the Wisdom of Time by Pope Francis and Friends” just in time for 
the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly. Entries are now open until 
15 July 2021. Pick up your copy of Catholic Outlook to get details of how 
to enter today! 
 

Social Justice COVID-19 Food and Toiletries Drive 
Jesuit Refugee Service and House of Welcome are dealing with a 400% 
increase in emergency assistance calls and are needing to feed over 1,000 
people facing destitution each week. You can help by running a food and 
toiletry drive or donating yourself. Find more information at                
parracatholic.org/diocesanfooddrive. 
 

CatholicCare Blacktown Neighbourhood Aid Volunteers Needed 
Blacktown Neighbour Aid, a program with CatholicCare, is looking for 
volunteers to support our senior clients in the Blacktown area to remain 
living independently in their own home. If you feel you would like to make 
a positive difference to other’s lives in this way, please contact the        
Manager, Deb Woolacott on 0418 114 055 or email 
deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au. 
 

Office for Worship Liturgical Ministry Formation Course 
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will be running a second time 
in August. This is formation for anyone interested in serving in the       
Liturgical Ministries of Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
and Communion to the Sick and Dying and Ministers. If you are interested 
or would like more information, please contact Sr Carlene. 
 

Save our Graves 
You are encouraged to sign a petition from the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Sydney to reverse the NSW government’s decision to exclude faith and 
charitable groups from cemetery management. The petition can be signed 
at saveourgraves.com.au 
 
Support Mass for You at Home 
Many people who are isolated, in prison, in hospital or don’t have internet 
rely on Mass for You at Home. The Catholic Mass is broadcast free-to-air 
each Sunday morning on Channel 10 and WIN at 6am. Find some familiar 
faces from the Diocese of Parramatta celebrating Mass over the coming 
weeks. Find out more at www.massforyou.com.au 
 

Alive in the Spirit Virtual Pastoral Ministry Conference: 8 – 10 July 
“Alive in the Spirit”, an innovative online pastoral ministry conference, from 
8 to 10 July 2021, will enliven and inspire our Catholic Church through a 
variety of keynotes, workshops and enriching prayer and worship        
experiences. To register or find out more details, please go 
to www.aliveinthespirit.com.au or contact Lisa Bright on 0448 652 720. 

https://parracatholic.org/csf/
https://parracatholic.org/csf/
mailto:csf@parracatholic.org
http://parracatholic.org/diocesanfooddrive
mailto:deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au
https://saveourgraves.com.au/
http://www.massforyou.com.au
http://www.aliveinthespirit.com.au
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH VISION 
 

Holy Family Mt Druitt is a welcoming community: 
♱ on a journey towards a personal encounter with Jesus; 

♱ called to unity and celebrating our diversity; 
♱ living and sharing the joy of the Gospel. 

This year the theme of the National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee (NAIDOC) Week is short, sharp and     
challenging. It is ‘Heal Country!’ It calls on all of us to continue to seek greater protections for our lands, our waters, our sacred 
sites and our cultural heritage from exploitation, desecration, and destruction. 
 NAIDOC Week, of course, is built on the determination of many Indigenous people who recognised that they were 
neither respected nor heard to work for change. They spoke truth to power, a truth that has rarely been acknowledged.           
The organisation grew out of the recognition that it is inappropriate to celebrate Australia Day on the anniversary of the arrival 
of the First Fleet, an event which marked the beginning of their dispossession. They began to organise in order to find pract ical 
recognition by other Australians of their right to participate in society as equal members, but faced opposition at every corner. 
On the question of Australia’s national day they still face opposition, but have now built considerable support in the wider        
community. 
 The theme of NAIDOC Week this year takes up an issue of concern to all Australians  - the protection of country 
and cultural heritage. It comes at a time when the prevailing apathy, carelessness and vandalism about the destruction of sites 

central to Indigenous culture and history has been challenged. The reaction to the destruction of the Juukan Gorge caves in Western Australia aroused         
amazement and outrage outside Australia, and cost Rio Tinto and its investors reputation, money and the service of prominent office holders.  Similar threats to 
heritage on Fortescue claims and on the Burrup Peninsula have also aroused widespread comment and will be difficult to ignore.  The protests and publicity given 
them have shaken the insouciance of Australians to the importance of its history, revealed most strikingly in the blindness to the importance of preserving the 
national archives. An ancient Roman observer of these things might well suspect that the barbarians had taken over the Empire.  
 That is why the theme of NAIDOC Week is so timely. Heal Country has many meanings. It can mean healing a country sacred to its people which has 
been vandalised by exploitation. It might also mean healing a divided nation which treats its original people so disrespectfully. At a deeper level, it might mean 
healing a blindness and lack of respect for what should be sacred. This blindness sees human beings as no more than individuals in a competitive economy,      
ignoring their personal value and the complex and subtle relationships through time and space that shape them. It shows a lack of respect in particular for the 
relationship to environment, which puts at risk the future of all Australians through global warming. 
 The naming of the week and its emphasis belongs to the Aboriginal and Islander communities.  But attending to the theme is the business all        
Australians, not simply the Indigenous. It is about forming the respectful and decent relationships that engender pride within communities. The Week is a time for 
engaging with one another and for recognising and celebrating the many ways in which pride has been built in Indigenous communities. It is also time to press 
that governments and other institutions show in their relationships to people and to the environment the respect which opens out to healing.  

- By Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ 

You can make an Act of Spiritual Communion while watching Mass 
For You At Home broadcast at: 
 

6am Sunday morning on Network Ten (metropolitan) and  
WIN Television (regional) and  

10am on Foxtel’s Aurora channel 173 
 

You will also be able to watch it on demand on the Mass For You At 
Home YouTube channel from 7am on Sunday mornings. 
 
Other parishes within the Diocese of Parramatta are also        
livestreaming Mass online via their YouTube channels OR Facebook 
pages. Please visit https://parracatholic.org/covid19 for more details.  
 
 

 
 

Father of mercies, we thank you for all who care for the sick. 
When they diagnose, give them patience. 

When they protect the vulnerable, give them your protection. 
When they work to heal, give them strength. 
When they comfort, give them consolation. 

When they are tired, give them rest. 
When they are discouraged, bring them your hope. 

May we welcome and respect them 
as we support one another in this time of trial. 

Amen. 

PLANNING FOR  FIRST HOLY COMMUNION  
CELEBRATIONS 

 

• Here in our parish in November 2020, some of our 
children completed their preparation for First         
Reconciliation. Along with their families, they are 
looking forward to receiving their First Holy             
Communion in late August/ early September, 2021. 

• Hence, Parents/Carers of these children are urged to 
take part in an Information Session, at 7.00pm, in Holy 
Family Church on Wednesday 21st July. 
Hopefully, by that time our current lockdown period 
will be over! 

• Please note that the above session is for adults: we 
hope to continue sharing our planning with you. 

• For further information, watch this space, and keep 
in contact with our Parish Sacramental Team. 
[Ph: 02 9628 7272: Parish Office] 

 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in the  
Holy Eucharist. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You 
into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You                 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.      
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 

myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 


