
 

MASS TIMES     -     HOLY FAMILY CHURCH     -     EMERTON       

 Saturday Vigil Mass  :   5.30 pm                Sunday:  9.00 am and 10.30 am 
 

 JOHN THERRY CHAPEL   (DAY CHAPEL) 

Monday                 8.30am Mass 

Tuesday           6.00pm Mass 

Wednesday           6.00pm Mass 

Thursday             8.30am Mass 

Friday   9.00am &   6.00pm Mass 

Saturday   9.00am Mass 

RECONCILIATION AND HOLY HOUR—EMERTON 

 Saturday from 9.30 am to 10.30 am 

  

 We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built. 
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Parish Priest   Fr Greg Jacobs SJ     gregory@holyfamily.org.au 

Assistant Priest   Fr Patrick Mullins, SJ     hfcpat70@gmail.com 

Novice Master  Fr Brendan Kelly, SJ  bjikelly@optusnet.com.au  

Pastoral Associate         Sr Carlene Allen RSM carlene@holyfamily.org.au 

Site Manager    Ray Donaldson                     ray@holyfamily.org.au 

Secretary  Malia Lolesio  enquiry@holyfamily.org.au 

Music Director  Eddie Paunga Lolesio kosilio_lole@hotmail.com 

 BIDWILL  

Sunday 7.30am  -  1st and 3rd Sunday each Month  

Uniting Church, Carlisle Ave, in Shopping Centre     

      

  WILLMOT 

Sunday 7.30am  - 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday each Month  

Cnr Pelsart & Carteret Ave   

REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

Se c o nd  S unday  o f  L ent  
 

We quickly move from last week’s very human Jesus being tempted, to a rather divine Jesus being transfigured this week. It is  a key moment for these three 

close disciples of Jesus to help them in the difficult times ahead. 

We all need happy memories. St Ignatius teaches us that we should hold on to our moments of grace with God (and one another) as key memories. When the 
inevitable darkness and struggle comes it is important to remember these good times, and that the good times will return again. A good question might be: When 

have we been able to say – “it is wonderful for us to be here”? Hold on to that memory! 
Unfortunately, however, we cannot stay for long on this mountain, in this moment of happiness. We must come back down the mountain to our daily lives where 

suffering and darkness may prevail. But having had a peak experience of the revelation of 
Jesus in our life we can see things differently now. Just before and just after today’s Gospel 

Jesus is teaching the disciples about the need for him to go to Jerusalem and suffer and die 
so that he can rise again in glory. Peter especially needs this – he has just proclaimed Jesus 

as ‘Messiah’, but then immediately rebuked Jesus for talk of death at the hands of the leaders. 
Peter needs to be converted to the true nature and message of Jesus. There is no power that 

can defeat God, but neither will Jesus forego his witness of trust in God. 

Jesus is the ‘Beloved Son, he enjoys my favour. Listen to him.’ We need to listen, as well as 

Peter, to who Jesus really is, to what he is saying to us during this Lent. God has power to 

transfigure Jesus (and us), but he uses it in love and not through shows of might or rebellion. 

This will take time for us to learn to listen with new ears to such a message – as it did for 

Peter, James and John. 

 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au HOLY FAMILY PARISH WEBSITE: www.holyfamily.org.au 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Freligionnews.com%2F2017%2F08%2F04%2Fhow-jesus-transfiguration-offers-hope-for-transformation%2F&psig=AOvVaw1PRNgAVIX6vtODN9MJLT35&ust=1583455576632000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOC4vomOgugC


 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

BAPTISMS: We welcomed into our community Oliver and Henry Freeburn, who were baptised last Sunday 1st March, 2020. 
 

LIST OF THE SICK: Mary Facer, Margaret Palmby, Antonia Beemster, Lopisoni Makario, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Barry Barrakett, Shirley Chapman,   

Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, Maria Hannelas, Ian Watts, Corina Valentine, Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, 

Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, Fe Llave, Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards, Boyet Llave. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Don Pedro Nuno, Sandy Oloaga, Nellie Lincoln, Maria Farrugia, Siaosi Palu, Gary Russell, Jack Pratt, Elaine Chatfield, Dennis Gleeson,            

Jaka (Jan) Pendel, Phillip Perich, Una Fuller, Agatha Benson, Mary Stewart, Veronica Kelly, Eric Bokyar,  Pat Kennedy, Blanch de Alvis, John Coorey,                 

Dorothy Millar, Gina Kenk, Fred Allen. 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 12: 1-4 
 

Responsorial psalm :  
 

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

The word of the Lord is upright,  
and all his work is done in faithfulness.  

He loves righteousness and justice;  
the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. R. 

 
Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on 

those who hope in his steadfast love, to deliver their soul 
from death, and to keep them alive in famine. R. 

 

Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield.  
Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,  

even as we hope in you. R. 
 

Second reading: 2 Timothy 1: 8-10 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
 

       Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

       From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice is heard: 
       this is my beloved Son, hear him! 

       Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 
For the deaf and hearing impaired, Holy Family Church is equipped with a  

loop system.   Those with hearing aids should turn on their “T switch”. 

Gospel:  Matthew 17: 1-9 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high       

mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses 

and Elijah, talking with him. 
 

Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 

dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
 

While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 

 
When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But 

Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up 
and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, 

they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
 

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until 

after the Son of Man has been raised from the 

dead.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord  

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 15th MARCH 2020 — THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT -  YEAR A 

First Reading:  Exodus 17: 3-7       Second Reading:  Romans 5: 1-2, 5-8  Gospel:   John 4: 5-42 
 

[7.30AM MASS WILL BE AT BIDWILL UNITING CHURCH, BIDWILL SQUARE NSW 2770] 

Second Sunday of Lent 

SCRIPTURE READINGS     

    YEAR a 

 

***UPDATE: REGARDING CORONAVIRUS*** 
You will be aware through the media and other sources of emerging concerns over the spread of COVID-19 (earlier referred to 
corona virus). 
A new set of directions have been given by the Diocese of Parramatta with regards to our liturgies, which adheres to the advice 
received from public health authorities about the risks of transmission associated with the virus. 
From the 4th of March, 2020, at our Eucharistic celebrations: 

• The Precious Blood will NOT be distributed. 

• The greeting of peace (shaking hands) will not be encouraged. 

• Holy Communion can ONLY be received in the hand.  
   (because of high risk of transmission if people continue to receive on the tongue). 

• Holy Water will not be made available (procedures in place for Baptisms). 
 

As soon as this health risk is mitigated, and advice comes from the public health officials we will revert to the usual liturgical 
practices that applied before the appearance of COVID-19. 



 

BISHOP’S COLUMN 

“The Lord has turned all our sunsets into sunrise”  
- Clement of Alexandria 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
 

Every year on Ash Wednesday, we disciples of Jesus undertake a path 

of conversion as individuals and as a community. 
 

 

We go on pilgrimage heading towards Easter Sunday, where in the 

beautiful words of Clement of Alexandria, Jesus turns all our ‘sunsets 

into sunrise’. 
 

 

As we live out this mystery of our dying and rising with Christ, we   

prepare with prayer,  fasting and works of love. 
 
 

For PRAYER is the lifeblood of our relationship with God. We meet    

Jesus and listen to him speaking in our hearts. This Lent let’s renew 

ourselves through more active participation in the EUCHARIST,        

EUCHARISTC ADORATION, REFLECTION on the SCRIPTURES and          

PERSONAL PRAYER. Nothing is more important than our RELATIONSHIP 

WITH JESUS, our brother. 
 

 

FASTING sharpens our vision and our readiness in mind and heart to 

love God and others, rather than ourselves. As a community we fast 

and abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. On other 

days, discipline in eating and drinking trains us for our journey with 

Christ, who spent 40 days in the desert in prayer and penance. 
 
 

WORKS OF LOVE are the fruit of prayer and penance. Pope Francis   

encourages us to acquire a new awareness of those who are trapped in 

the destitution of poverty. In a world where so many are comfortable, 

Francis challenges us to be alert to healing the wounds of all those—

near and far away—who suffer the material destitution of lacking basic 

rights like food, water and work. 
 

 

Let’s also heal the wounds of our planet, as it is convulsed by so much 

savage environmental destruction. The call of Pope Francis in Laudato 
Si  for ecological conversion has never been more relevant and urgent. 
 

 

Christ’s love knows no boundaries! ‘Launch out in the deep!’ 
 

 

Let’s rejoice that God loves us so tenderly and accept his challenges to 

become joyous heralds of his mercy, compassion and hope. 
 

 

Parishes, communities and individuals in our Diocese of Parramatta 

might especially consider what can be done to walk more closely with 

people in their suffering, especially through strongly supporting the 

wonderful work of Caritas through their annual Lenten Project        
Compassion. 
 

 

May this Lent and Easter 2020, for all of us, be a time of transforming 

prayer, personal spiritual growth and solidarity with all those in need 

of Christ’s compassion. 
 

 

May the Risen Christ continue to turn all our sunsets “into sunrise”. 
 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION for the WEEK AHEAD 
 

 The voices in our life can fill our minds and hearts with hope 
or despair. In this coming week, consider making space to 
consciously listen to what you are hearing daily, and reflect 
on whether it is filling you up or  draining you of hope. 

 

 Create a list of words and phrases that describe Jesus to you. 
Each day, as you reflect on the daily readings in this program, 
make an addition to that list. Who is Jesus to you?  

 
 

Source: Grace 2020 Lenten Program, Diocese of Wollongong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LENTEN PRAYER GROUPS: 
 

 Wednesdays: From 6.30pm in the Parish Centre:  
           St Ignatius Conference Room.  
           Dinner included. Contact Fr Greg for more     
           information: gregory@holyfamily.org.au 
 Thursdays:   3.00pm at Tregear residence. Please contact    

          Gordon for more information: (02) 9832 0275. 
 Fridays:        7.30pm at the Marist Community residence: 

          12 Varian Street, Mt Druitt NSW 2770. 
         Contact Br Lawrie for more info: 0400 116 832. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 
 

Meditate on the Way of the Cross on Friday 
nights in the church: 
 5.00pm—in English  
 7.00pm—in Tongan 
 8.00pm—in Tongan 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT  
 
 

Twenty-seven-year-old Phany, lives in 
a village in western Cambodia. Struggling to earn a living as 
a farmer, she was forced to leave her daughter behind in 
the village, to take up construction work in the city. Phany 
joined the Upholding Community Dignity Together           
program, where she learnt new farming techniques, such as 
a drip irrigation system, which enabled her to get a better 
yield from her vegetable crops and to conserve water in her              
drought-stricken region. Phany’s community also took part 
in training in health, nutrition, hygiene and disaster          
preparedness, arming them with better strategies to cope 
with environmental changes.  

 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help 
people like Phany, and her children gain confidence 
and respect within their community. 

 
Let’s Go Further, Together.  
You can donate through  Parish 
boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or  
phoning 1800 024 413. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 
 

Each year CCD offers a series of presentations on the      
Gospel of the Year as part of Level 3 training of catechists. 
 

Dr Laurie Woods will present on the Gospel of Matthew for     
5 Fridays - March 13

th
, 20

th
 & 27

th
 and April 3. 

These sessions will be held from 10 am to 2pm at the         
Institute for Mission, Marion Street Blacktown (down stairs). 
 

All parishioners are invited to attend one or more of               
Dr Laurie Wood’s presentations. 
There is no cost but please contact Maree Collis on            
(02) 8838 3486 to register. 

National Biennial Liturgy Conference:  
12 – 14 March 
 
The Diocese of Parramatta is hosting the           
National Biennial Liturgy Conference, an        
Australian gathering of liturgy representatives, 
pastoral ministers, catechists, musicians,         
educators and all who are interested in liturgy.  
 
The Conference, to be held at 
Novotel Sydney Parramatta 
from 12 to 14 March, will      
include an   excellent variety 
of workshops whilst focusing 
on fostering and forming the      
people of God at   prayer.     
For more information, contact 
the Office for Worship on     
(02) 8838 3456. 

CASH  HOUSIE 
SUNDAY 8th MARCH 

2.00PM IN THE SCHOOL HALL 

JACKPOT $1,100.00 IN 50 CALLS 

Come and support the parish, while having fun at the same time! 
WE NEED YOU! Lucky door prizes available too!!! ( ‘ ‘ , ) 

 
 

(MARCH 8) 
 
 

On this day when the call is for gender equality, 
we pray for all women and children and, in particular, 

 
The vulnerable and oppressed, especially the trafficked 

and victims of domestic violence and abuse 
May they experience justice and know mercy 

 
Women who are struggling to make ends meet 

May they experience justice and know mercy 
 

Women raising children on their own without support 
May they experience justice and know mercy 

 
Women whose jobs are in doubt or who can’t find work 

May they experience justice and know mercy 
 

Women experiencing the effects of climate change 
May they experience justice and know mercy 

 
Those who are lonely, lost, alone 

May they experience justice and know mercy 
 

Children who are neglected or abandoned 
May they experience justice and know mercy. 

 
- Prayer from the Mercy International Association. 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
1st March 2020 

1st Collection: (for the Diocese of Parramatta) $   685.70 

2nd Collection (for parish expenses)  $ 1,920.55 

Caritas    $    145.00 

 

SENIORS’ MASS 
In our forward planning, we now have a time and date during Lent for this Mass 

and Anointing of the Sick. 

♱ 11.30am on Thursday 12th March 

♱ Venue:  Holy Family Primary School Hall  

♱ ALL ARE WELCOME! Age is no barrier! 
 

If you know any Senior Parishioners who would like to join us, please contact  
Sr Carlene or Gerry Greene, or one of the priests after Mass, on a weekday or 

at the weekend.   We would be grateful for help on 12th March in such areas as 
transport, catering, and hospitality. 

Institute for Mission Reflective Ministry  
Program: Starting 10 March  
 
If you are serving in any ministry or hoping to get involved, 
this program gatherings will nurture your relationship with 
God and further equip your purpose and serving! Sessions 
start on Tuesday 10 March and will run every Tuesday night 
for twelve weeks. To register, please visit https://
www.ifm.org.au/reflective-ministry or for more information, 
contact Sr Grace on (02) 9296 6369 or 
grace.roclawska@ifm.org.au. 

https://www.ifm.org.au/reflective-ministry
https://www.ifm.org.au/reflective-ministry
mailto:grace.roclawska@ifm.org.au

