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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

CORP US  CHR IST I  SUNDAY  
 

Holy Thursday is really the commemoration of the institution of the Eucharist, but it tends to be overshadowed by the death of Jesus on Good 
Friday and we lose the focus that should be present. It is therefore a great insight of the Church to have this feast of Corpus Christi as a      
separate feast now. 

In our first reading from Moses' sermon to the Israelites, he makes clear how the long years in the desert had been a time of testing. In the 
desert there are no natural sources of food and water and the people had to rely upon the provisions provided by God - water from the Rock 
and manna sent from heaven. In this situation they came to know that God is necessary for protection and life. 

But like the Israelites, we too are a forgetful people when times change and the essentials of life are more easily available. We too need to be 
reminded of the God who provides for us both in the desert experiences, and in the abundance of the 'Promised Land' flowing with milk and 
honey! 

The Eucharist is our Christian symbol of God's providence to sustain and 
nourish us always. However, it goes well beyond the water and manna of the 
desert. The new Bread from heaven given by Jesus will be the 'flesh for the 
life of the world'. This is not just for the journey through a wilderness, nor just 
the journey of our life, but a divine gift for eternal life. It is to sustain the life of 
the world, and to bring us into communion - a common bond with each other 
and with Christ around a shared experience of the Eucharistic table. It is a 
sadness therefore when the Eucharist is not available to us, such as this time 
of COVID-19 – but perhaps it can deepen our longing for it when we return 
together as a community again. 
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   READINGS FOR SUNDAY  

21st JUNE 2020  

12th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME in YEAR A 

  

First Reading:  Jeremiah 20:10-13  

Second Reading:  Romans 5:12-15  

Gospel:   Matthew 10:26-33 
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LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR a 

year of MATTHEW 

SECOND reading: 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body. 
 

Brothers and sisters: The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in 
the Blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the Body of 

Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all 
partake of the one bread. 
 

gospel acclamation:  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord; 

whoever eats of this bread will live forever. 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: John 6:51-59 
My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 
 

Jesus said to the people: “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 

Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for 
the life of the world is my flesh.” 

The people then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give 
us his flesh to eat?” 

So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise 
them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in them. Just 
as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats 

me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not 

like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this 
bread will live forever.” Jesus said these things while he was teaching in the 

synagogue at Capernaum.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

 

LIST OF THE SICK: Laurie Taylor, Vaa Lauvao, John Agius, Margaret Kearney, Eleanor Petterson, John Healey, Margaret Joyce, Mary Facer,                     

Antonia Beemster, Lopisoni Makario, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Vaha Vave, Barry Barrakett, Shirley Chapman, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack,        

Maria Hannelas, Ian Watts, Corina Valentine, Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, 

Fe Llave, Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards, Boyet Llave. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Roma Paige, Margaret Ward, Sam Wilson, Marie Ange de Riviere, Duncan Bauda, Gwen Potter, Julio Lobo, Adele Barraket,  Korina Sayegh,       

Doris Yrure, Fr Peter Evans, David Dut Mayen, Joao Lobato, Teresa Da Silva, Mario Oliveira, Rita Debono, Abilio Ribeiro, Luis  Amaral, Luis Monteiro,       

Francisco Oliveira, Tony Brown, Peggy Truma, Francis Patrick Regan, Fr Gabriel Pedron OSB, Peter Roseworn, Jai Chalker, Leanne Herring,                    

Tisola Lolesio Mounga, John Hanna, Carmil Hill, Ken McLaren, Barbara Lawler, John Kachan, Tony Eves. Patrick Neilson 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jule Clancy, Br Ted Davis. 

first reading: Deuteronomy 8:2-3,14-16 
God fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know. 
 

Moses spoke to the people: “Remember the long way that the Lord your 
God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, in order to humble 

you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether or not you 
would keep his commandments. 

He humbled you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you with manna, 
with which neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to 

make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

Do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the 

great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes 
and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, and fed you 

in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to  

humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good.” 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 147:12-13,14-15,19-20. R.12  
 

Praise the Lord, Jerusalem. 
 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! 

Praise your God, O Zion! 
For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 

he blesses your children within you. R. 
 

He grants peace within your borders; 
he fills you with the finest of wheat. 

He sends out his command to the earth; 
his word runs swiftly. R. 
 

He declares his word to Jacob, 
his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 

He has not dealt thus with any other nation; 
they do not know his ordinances. R. 

THE MOST HOLY  

BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 
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             Farewell Fr Brendan Kelly SJ 
      Last Thursday, 11th June, we said farewell 

                to Fr Brendan Kelly SJ. 

              Fr Brendan is moving to South Australia, 

               after working in Mt Druitt for 20 years  

               (firstly as the Principal at Loyola Senior 

              High, and then as Jesuit Novice Master 

        and assisting with parish Masses). 

Unfortunately, due to our current situation, we were     

unable to farewell him as a community.  

May we continue to pray for Fr Brendan in his journey of 

life and mission with Christ.  

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
 

• If you would like to make a donation towards the Diocesan 
Priests’ Pastoral Revenue, i.e. 1st Collection, you can do 
so via: 

Acc Name: Parramatta Diocesan Clergy 
 BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00004265 
 Make sure to Reference: 6024 Donation 
 
• If you would like to make a donation to our parish, please 

make a direct transfer payment to: 
 

Commonwealth Bank 
Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00446 

• For Planned Giving Envelope contributions, please either: 

• drop your envelopes off to the parish office, 

• hold on to them until we continue having 
Masses in the church, 

• OR make a direct transfer payment to the     
parish account (details above), and reference 
your envelope number. 

During this time of lock-down, you may still 
receive the Eucharist.  

Someone from your family will need to 
come to the Parish and collect           
consecrated hosts in a suitable           
container (preferably a pyx) and handle 

this with the necessary sacredness.  
 We would prefer if you came   

regularly rather than take home large amounts. 

 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in 
the Holy Eucharist. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You         
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 

Monday & Thursday:  8.30am 

Tuesday & Wednesday:  6.00pm 

Friday & Saturday:  9.00am 
 

The church will be open for private prayer: 

 Monday—Friday: 8.30am—4.30pm 
 

Sunday Mass will continue to be streamed online from 9.00am via 

our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

NOTE:  

• Only 50 people are allowed in the church at any one time.  

• You must register your details (with phone number/email) 

when entering the church. Please use the hand sanitiser    

provided before entering and upon leaving the church. 

• Please stay at home, if you are unwell and especially if       

experiencing flu-like symptoms. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by appointment 

only. 

• For all baptism enquiries, please contact the parish office 

and speak to Sr Carlene. 

• 50 mourners are permitted for funerals, in addition to clergy 

and funeral directors. 

• 20 attendees are permitted for weddings; not including     

clergy, wedding couple and photographers. 
 

For all other enquiries, please do not hesitate to contact the     

parish office: Monday—Friday 9.00am—4.30pm. 

 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

WAYS to HONOUR the  

SACRED HEART of JESUS 

in JUNE at HOME 
 

 

 

 
 

START YOUR MORNING WITH THE SON— For the 

entire month, do the morning  

offering to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Leave the 

prayer near you, to remind you to say it first thing 

each morning: 

 
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

I offer You my prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day 
for all the intentions of Your Sacred Heart, 

in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world, 
in reparation for my sins, for the intentions of all our associates, 
and in particular for the intentions of our Holy Father this month. 

Amen. 
 

DECORATE YOUR TABLE—Set a table or a prominent place in your home with 

an image of the Sacred Heart and a candle or bouquet of flowers as a constant visual 

reminder of devotion. 
 

PUT YOUR HEART INTO IT— Write your prayer intentions or offerings on a        

paper heart and place before your image of the Sacred Heart. 

OFFER SPEECIAL PRAYERS TO THE SACRED HEART—Pray one of the many   

beautiful Sacred Heart prayers. 

PARTICIPATE IN EUCHARISTIC ADORATION ONLINE—Participate in a Holy  

Hour of Eucharistic Adoration online or on television as a way to honour the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus as present in the Eucharist. This is a great way to increase not only 

faith, hope and love… but also peace, freedom from anxiety, and comfort in your own 

heart. 

SET YOUR ALARM FOR 3 P.M—That’s the hour of Divine Mercy, a devotion inexorably 

linked to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, as it reminds us of the outpourings of Jesus’ 

heart, with these words, “O blood and water which gushed from the heart of 
Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in you.”  

Purpose to pray the Divine Mercy chaplet every day this month at 3pm, the hour that 

Jesus died for us.  
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 The theme of Refugee Week in 2020 is the Year 
of Welcome. Welcome is about generosity, opening our 
arms and our houses to friends and strangers, feeding the    
hungry and avoiding the temptation to shut the door. 
 This year we have celebrated the generosity of 
people who have kept welcoming strangers – opening 
their hearts, homes, cattle feed and purses to families 
made homeless by the Bushfires. And more recently, the 
generosity of health workers in Australia and elsewhere 
who have risked their own health to help strangers. We 
have seen, too, the goodness of people who from very few 
bricks have built laughter and friendship in local          
communities, and particularly befriended elderly people in 
nursing homes. They have opened doors in a world that 
has closed so many doors. 
 It is good to celebrate Refugee Week, during 
which coronavirus leaves us so few opportunities to      
welcome refugees personally, as a Year of Welcome. We 
have space to remember the generosity of people who 
have offered food, companionship and shelter to refugees 
and have visited them over many years. We also remember 
friends who have marched, written letters, spoken to local        
Parliamentarians, and have made the cause of refugees 
their own. This week can be a time of saying thank you. 
 Supported by these good memories, we can 
reflect on whether for refugees this year has begun as a 
Year of  Welcome. There is certainly much to be           
discouraged by in a time of illness, isolation and closed 
borders around the world. Refugees in camps and        
detention centres have been particularly vulnerable to    
epidemics. Yet Governments refuse to let them out.      
Nations which have previously    received refugees have 
shut their borders to them and driven back the boats on 
which they came. People seeking protection in developed 
nations and unable to find casual work have lost the work 
that supports their family, and received no assistance from 
Governments.  
 In times of threat people are often tempted to 
see strangers as threats. They narrow the list of people 
about whom they care. This reaction may be natural, but if       
encouraged it is destructive of societies. Our response as a 
nation to the threat of the Coronavirus has been generous 
and provided support for many people in need. It has     
protected people from being made homeless. 

 As we are moving to a lifting of restrictions it is 
important to keep our hearts open to people who have 
been left without family, without country and without    
support, and have come to seek protection. It is time to 
make this year a year of welcome, and this land a          
welcoming land.  The need for Catholics to unite in care 
and outreach to people who seek protection is stronger 
than it has ever been. 

 
- Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ 

COVID-19 has affected so many within our community, but has 
greatly impacted people seeking asylum within our diocese. 
Many have no access to any safety net of support. 
This Refugee Week, you can make a difference and support   
people in desperate need. 
Many seeking asylum and their families: 

• Are excluding from JobKeeper, JobSeeker, Medicare or  
income assistance 

• Have lost their jobs 

• Cannot pay their rent and are facing homelessness 

• Struggling to feed their families 

• Facing a winter without heat 

• Are facing destitution 
 

WITHIN OUR DIOCESE*: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WE ARE CALLED TO ACTION: 
“In the faces of the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the sick, 
strangers and prisoners, we are called to see the face of Christ 
who pleads with us to help.” 
 

Pope Francis 
Message of His Holiness Pope Francis, for the 106th World Day 
of Migrants and Refugees, 2020. 
 

*Statistics provided by House of Welcome and Jesuit Refugee Services 

 
HOUSE OF WELCOME:  
stfrancis.org.au/house-of-welcome/make-donation-house-welcome 
 

OR 
 

JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE: jrs.org.au/donate-now 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


