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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

12 th  S unday  in  Ord inary  T ime  
 

Today, as in many other generations, it is not easy to be a disciple. Many of us, myself included, have discovered how hard it is to stay on the 
path to God using our own resources – we absolutely need God! 

Our world tells us to pursue money and power in competition with others – where only one wins and everyone else loses. The successful gain 
in wealth and power; and seldom, if ever, allow a trickle down of such abundance but rather hoard more and more of it for themselves. I can be 
guilty of this too – keeping key decision-making in the position of Parish Priest, rather than delegating power to others; I can hold onto the   
security of money in the bank rather than giving generously to the poor and needy. 

It is very hard to be counter cultural. To be a disciple is to be for the message of Jesus, to be a champion for those in poverty, those on the    
margins, those who are rejected by society. This has never been an easy vocation. It tends to alienate you from your friends and even          
sometimes from those you are seeking to serve. Who would choose that? 

But we do not do it, and we certainly cannot sustain it, without God. If we 
try to be this prophet without God, then we simply become self-serving, 
and the suffering we endure can make us bitter and twisted. But with 
God… then all things are possible. 

The place to start being a disciple is … being a disciple – stay with Jesus, 
walk with him through the Scripture stories, let Jesus speak to you, and 
open your heart to him. Jesus will guide you in the path of discipleship and 
love of God’s people. 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au HOLY FAMILY PARISH WEBSITE: www.holyfamily.org.au 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffreesvg.org%2Fstylized-holy-grail-illustration&psig=AOvVaw377NhKHiyTMcgq79UwQWLR&ust=1589002196727000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiptNHEo-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

   READINGS FOR SUNDAY 28th JUNE 2020—13th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME in YEAR A 

  

First Reading:  2 Kings 4:8-11. 14-16 Second Reading:  Romans 6:3-4,8-11  

Gospel:   Matthew 10:37-42 
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LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR a 

year of MATTHEW 

SECOND reading: Romans 5:12-15  
The free gift is not like the trespass. 
 

Brothers and sisters: just as sin came into the world through one man, and 
death came through sin, so death spread to all people because all have 

sinned. Sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned 
when there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even 

over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type 
of the one who was to come. But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if 

the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the 
grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 

abounded for the many. 
 
gospel acclamation:  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Spirit of truth will testify on my behalf, says the Lord, 
and you also are to testify. 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: Matthew 10:26-33 
Do not fear those who kill the body. 
 

Jesus said to his Apostles: “Fear no one; for nothing is covered up that will 
not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say 

to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim 

from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two 

sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not 

be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. Everyone therefore 
who acknowledges me before humans, I also will acknowledge before my 

Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before humans, I also will deny  
before my Father in heaven.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

 

LIST OF THE SICK: Laurie Taylor, Vaa Lauvao, John Agius, Margaret Kearney, Eleanor Petterson, John Healey, Margaret Joyce, Mary Facer,                     

Antonia Beemster, Lopisoni Makario, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Vaha Vave, Barry Barrakett, Shirley Chapman, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack,        

Maria Hannelas, Ian Watts, Corina Valentine, Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, 

Fe Llave, Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards, Boyet Llave. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Jane Vella, Michael Mesner, Eamon Brown, Korina Sayegh, Paul Symond, Liam Brown, Marie Donovan and Margaret Stanley,                

Maria Farrugia, Geoffery Keating, Fr Peter Woodward, Julio Lobo, Thelma Vicente, Kerry John Roff, Clarence Montemayor, Wilfredo Parame, Marita Oakley,              

Paul Grima, Heather Cosgrove, Father Frank Harper, Peter Shanks, Mary Allen-Huppatz, Eric Koff, Craig Bergan, Karen Davidson, James Wilson,             

Jenny Komorowoski, Silvana Woolochot, Dorothy Patterson, John Albert, Alf Hanna, Mary Ryan, Georgette Cripples, Harry Hay, Marlene Vella. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Sr Sophie McGrath 

first reading: Jeremiah 20:10-13  
The Lord has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of the evil one. 
 

Jeremiah cried out: I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around!   
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” All my close friends are watching 

for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail 
against him, and take our revenge on him.” But the Lord is with me like a 

dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not 
prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their 

eternal dishonour will never be forgotten. O Lord of hosts, you test the 
righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution 

upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. Sing to the Lord; 
praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the 

hands of evildoers. 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 69: 7-9,13,16,32-33,35,36  
 

Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
 

It is for your sake that I have borne reproach, 
that shame has covered my face. 

I have become a stranger to my kindred, 
an alien to my mother’s children.. 

It is zeal for your house that has consume me; 
the insults of those who insult you have fallen on me. R. 
 

But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord. 

At an acceptable time, O God, 
in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me. 

With your steadfast help, rescue me. 
Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good; 

according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. R. 
 

Let the oppressed see it and be glad; 

you who seek God, let your hearts revive. 
For the Lord hears the needy, 

and does not despise his own that are in bonds. 
Let heaven and earth praise him, 

the seas and everything that moves in them. R. 

12th Sunday in  

ordinary time 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ckg2#kg2004
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PARISH COLLECTIONS 
 

• If you would like to make a donation towards the Diocesan 
Priests’ Pastoral Revenue, i.e. 1st Collection, you can do 
so via: 

Acc Name: Parramatta Diocesan Clergy 
 BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00004265 
 Make sure to Reference: 6024 Donation 
 
• If you would like to make a donation to our parish, please 

make a direct transfer payment to: 
 

Commonwealth Bank 
Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00446 

• For Planned Giving Envelope contributions, please either: 

• drop your envelopes off to the parish office, 

• hold on to them until we continue having 
Masses in the church, 

• OR make a direct transfer payment to the     
parish account (details above), and reference 
your envelope number. 

During this time of lock-down, you may still 
receive the Eucharist.  

Someone from your family will need to 
come to the Parish and collect           
consecrated hosts in a suitable           
container (preferably a pyx) and handle 

this with the necessary sacredness.  
 We would prefer if you came   

regularly rather than take home large amounts. 

 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in 
the Holy Eucharist. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You         
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 

Monday & Thursday:  8.30am 

Tuesday & Wednesday: 6.00pm 

Friday & Saturday:  9.00am 
 

The church will be open for private prayer: 

 Monday—Friday: 8.30am—4.30pm 
 

Sunday Mass will continue to be streamed online from 9.00am 

via our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

NOTE:  

• Only 50 people are allowed in the church at any one 

time.  

• You must register your details (with phone number/email) 

when entering the church.  

• Please stay at home, if you are unwell and especially if       

experiencing flu-like symptoms. 

• For all enquiries regarding Reconciliation, Baptisms,           

Weddings, and Funerals, please contact the parish office: 

 Monday—Friday 9.00am—4.30pm. 
 

NOTE: We will continue our Sunday Masses in July, as 

per the recent announcement of the easing of            

restrictions. There are however, limitations in the number 

of people we can  accommodate for our services, so a 

booking process will take place for attendance to     

Sunday Masses. We are still discussing procedures for 

best practice to ensure the safety of everyone. 

Further updates will be put out over the next week. 

Thank you for your prayers and patience. 

 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

The Nativity of  
St. John the Baptist 
Feast Day: June 24 
 
St. Luke tells us in his 
Gospel that John was 
conceived in a            
miraculous manner and 
that his parents were 
Zachary and    Elizabeth. He spent his youth in the desert, 
and at the age of 30 came to Judea and preached near the      
Jordan. He exhorted the people to do penance because the 
kingdom of God was at hand. He baptized the Saviour in the 
Jordan. He rebuked Herod Antipas for taking to himself    
Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip; at the request of the 
dancing daughter of Herodias he was imprisoned and       
beheaded. 
John the Baptist is the only saint whose birthday is observed 
by the Church; he is the only saint who was cleansed from 
original sin in his mother’s womb and who consequently was 
holy at his birth. The Gospel describes the joy caused by his 
birth, and recalls that at the circumcision he did not receive 
the name of his father, as was customary among the Jews, 
but the name designated by the angel. He was to be the      
precursor of the Lord, a mission prefigured by that of Isaias 
and destined for him by God even before his birth. 
The Introit tells us that God made John’s “mouth like a sharp 
sword.” John was uncompromising in his attitude towards 
sin, condemned fearlessly his incredulous and adulterous 
generation, and accepted martyrdom rather than flatter or 
condone the vices of the rich and the mighty. 
 
Excerpted from The Cathedral Daily Missal, E. M. Lohmann 

Company 

Join Fr Pat on Wednesday  

evenings, for  

Christian Meditation. 

 

After the 6.00pm  

Mass in the  

Mary Mackillop 

Meeting Room. 
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In May five years ago Pope Francis published his Encyclical Letter Laudato 
Si. The document was significant because of its urgency, the power of its 
argument and its insistence that the threat of climate change was a central 
concern for both governments and for church. Its urgency has not          
diminished but grown over the last five years. 
The core of Laudato Si was the call to listen to the cry of the earth and the 
cry of the poor. Following St Francis of Assisi he speaks of the earth as our 
sister ‘who cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on 
her’.  He speaks of the poor calling out to us for justice and a share at the 
table. 
Pope Francis argues that in our reflection on the environment we must 

make central the connection between the cry of the poor and the cry of the 
earth. If we pollute and neglect the earth and fray the relationships that 

keep it fertile and sustaining, we trigger the droughts in which poor people 
starve and pollute the waters that they drink.  If we neglect and exploit the 

poor, we trigger illnesses that plague our cities and destroy our              

economies.   
This has been driven home to us vividly through our experience of 

Coronavirus. One of the smallest and simplest organisms on earth grounded 
planes, emptied cities, crashed stock exchanges, broke economies and 

drove people out of work.  It is likely that its origin lay in part in markets 
where impoverished farmers sold the meat of animals whose natural habitat 

had been destroyed.  Its effects will fall predominantly on people who are 
impoverished in nations where great inequality reigns and where the natural 

environment is most at risk. Where the cry of the earth and of the poor are 
neglected human beings, rich and poor alike, will suffer the consequences. 

Laudato Si is a reminder of the network of intricate interlocking 
relationships on which all life depends and on how fragile it is. It is a call to 
attend to those relationships in every point of our lives: domestic, working, 
institutional and international. The coronavirus has taught us what a        
difference concerted action in the face of a crisis can make. Choices      
ranging from who we meet, how we congregate, how we travel, and whether 
we wash our hands have consequences. The same kind of domestic and 
political choices matter, too, in the face of the larger crisis posed by global 
warming. 

Jesuit Social Services inherits the Catholic tradition of social 
justice on which Pope Francis builds in his Encyclical letter. At the heart of 

his contribution is the need to make just all our relationships between    
persons, within the environment of which we are part, and within the             

institutions that we form. That is also the vision which informs our work. 
 

- Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ 

Saint Faustina 

The registration for Part 2 of Reflective Ministry is now 
OPEN. Click on www.ifm.org.au/register2020 or contact     
Sr Grace on grace.roclawska@ifm.org.au.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifm.org.au%2Fregister2020%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR15ZtT7dlYpsvBAWpOfuOxdtN5FL1_cD7QztIEj2Vw32Vwd-rQxjEliQaw&h=AT0Gt08swZPrpgzDGSeiy7vghuxQEheNu5OBOOiw-oRG2bP-Hew_6QA5eUlokzoTGns2VANAQgAud9axgABDzzG4xShTWI9-dzxL8k_q1Dq5ii

