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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

5th  S unday  in  Ord inary  T ime  
 

 

I have been reading a lot about Pope Francis this past year; at the moment it is on his “discerning leadership”. What Francis  is trying to do is put Christ at the 

centre of the Church. As Austen Ivereigh describes it, “Francis’ discerning leadership is concerned less with changing structures than with reforming people, 
and then putting structures in place to support conversion… It is organic change, designed to last rather than to achieve immediate results.” 

This is the way Jesus works too: he went about engaging with people, healing them, teaching them, lifting them out of their suffering; he did not try to reform the 
institutions directly. In today’s gospel, Simon’s mother-in-law is healed and raised up, which are echoes of the resurrection. The service that she provides        

foreshadows the service Jesus calls each of us to. After some time in prayer – which Jesus shows can be difficult to find the time for – he goes out to preach 
to the neighbouring country towns. This then becomes the model for our evangelization also: service, prayer, proclamation of the Word. 

For Pope Francis, the mission of evangelization is paramount, but this needs discernment. It is so easy to get caught in even religious worldliness: “the           
harnessing of the gospel for purposes that are not those of God, such as the enrichment or prestige of the few” (as Henri de Lubac describes it). The sex abuse 

crisis has taught us how spiritual authority can be used to exploit rather than to serve. In 

our own lives we can make God into our image, rather than follow the example and    
teaching of Christ. 

Let us follow the leadership of Pope Francis and return to follow Jesus Christ: Let us be 
open to healing, open to real service of others, deepen our prayer life, and proclaim the 

word of God around our neighbourhoods. 
 

 

 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au HOLY FAMILY PARISH WEBSITE: www.holyfamily.org.au 

MASS AT WILLMOT CHURCH 

Sunday 7.30am   

Cnr Pelsart & Carteret Ave Willmot  

RECONCILIATION AND HOLY HOUR—EMERTON 

 Saturday from 9.30 am to 10.00 am 

 
 
*Register your details upon  
entering the church  
*Wear your face mask 

*Wash your hands regularly, and use the hand  
sanitisers supplied. 
*Wipe down your chairs before you leave. 

 
 

*Please do not enter the church if you are unwell 
and/or experiencing flu-like symptoms. 
 

MAXIMUM CAPACITY in the CHURCH = 150ppl 

 

10.00am—Mass with Fr Rob Galea  

https://www.youtube.com/

frrobgalea 

 

10.30am—Archdiocese of Sydney 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=UHTnC8gGM0g  

 

11.00am—Diocese of Parramatta 

   https://www.youtube.com/

user/ParramattaDiocese/ 

MASS FOR YOU AT HOME 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHTnC8gGM0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHTnC8gGM0g
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffreesvg.org%2Fstylized-holy-grail-illustration&psig=AOvVaw377NhKHiyTMcgq79UwQWLR&ust=1589002196727000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiptNHEo-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR B 

5th Sunday in  

ordinary time 

 

SECOND reading: 1 Corinthians 9: 16-19, 22-23 
Punishment will come to me if I do not preach the Gospel.  

 

Brothers and sisters: If I proclaim the Gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, 

for an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the Gospel! For if I do 

this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a 

commission. What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make 

the Gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the Gospel.  

For though I am free with respect to all, I have myself a slave to all, so that I might win 

no more of them.  

To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to 

all people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the Gospel, so 

that I may share in its blessings. 

 
gospel acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia! 

He bore our sickness, and endured our suffering. 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: Mark 1:29-39 
He cured many who suffered from diseases of one kind or another. 
 

As soon as Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue, they entered the house of Si-

mon and Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a 

fever, and they told Jesus about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and 

lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

That evening, at sunset, they brought to Jesus all who were sick or possessed with 

demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who 

were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit 

the demons to speak, because they knew him. 

In the morning, while it was still very dark, Jesus got up and went out to a deserted 

place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they 

found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 

He answered, “Let us go on to the neighbouring towns, so that I may proclaim the 

message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And Jesus went throughout 

Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 
 

First reading: Job 7: 1-4, 6-7   
I am filled with sorrow all day long. 
 

Job spoke to his friends: “Does not the human being have a hard service on earth, 

and are not their days like the days of a labourer? Like a slave who longs for the 

shadow, and like a labourer who looks for their wages, so I am allotted months of 

emptiness, and nights of misery are apportioned to me. 

“When I lie down I say, ‘When shall I rise?’ But the night is long, and I am full of    

tossing until dawn. 

“My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and come to their end without hope. 

Remember that my life is a breath; my eyes will never again see good.” 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 146:1-6 
 

Praise the Lord who heals the broken-hearted. 
 

How good it is to sing praises to our God; 

for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting. 

The Lord builds up Jerusalem; 

he gathers the outcasts of Israel. R. 
 

The Lord heals the broken-hearted, 

and binds up their wounds. 

He determines the number of the stars; 

he gives to all of them their names. R. 
 

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

his understanding is beyond measure. 

The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; 

he casts the wicked to the ground. R. 
 

 
                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                           

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 14th FEBRUARY 2021— 

6th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: YEAR B      

 

1st Reading:  Leviticus 13: 1-2, 5, 11                       

2nd Reading:  1 Corinthians 10:31—11:1                   

Gospel:   Mark 1: 40-45 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  

 

LIST OF THE SICK : Thomas Hurst, Monica Taylor,                                

Pacita Galasgas Dimaano, Leo Teman, Gene Nieborski, Colleen Hodges, 
Gerry Borg, Louise Hall, Helen Ryan, Lemauga Tuliatu, Georgette Sioufi, 

Vailemani Selui, Sue Pickervance, Margaret Kearney, Eleanor Petterson, 
Margaret Joyce, Mary Facer, Antonia Beemster, Lopisoni Makario,       

Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Vaha Vave, Barry Barrakett,          
Shirley Chapman, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, Maria Hannelas,            

Ian Watts, Corina Valentine, Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland,      
Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, 

Fe Llave, Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards, Boyet Llave. 
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: Johnny Hollingdale, Br Joseph Byrnes,                     

Garran O’Mealley, Baby Hanna Scott, Veronica Hamilton, Mel Tala,        

Catherine Hay, Annie Kearney, Terry Grayson, Irene Way, Thomas Hickey,  
Avo Gago, Rev K. English, Justin Lobo, George Khawaga, Ernie Leonard, 

Anne and Alec Prentice, Geoff Gregory. 
 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Lawrie Taylor. 
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PARISH COLLECTIONS—SUNDAY 31st JANUARY 2021 
 

1st Collection  - for the priests of the Diocese of Parramatta                  $  610.40 

2nd Collection—for parish expenses               $ 1,433.00 

Candles                $   222.95  

DIRECT PARISH DONATIONS 
 

• If you would like to make a donation towards the Diocesan Priests’ 
Pastoral Revenue, i.e. 1st Collection, you can do so via: 

Acc Name: Parramatta Diocesan Clergy 
 BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00004265 
 Make sure to Reference: 6024 Donation 
 

• If you would like to make a donation to our parish, please make a 
direct transfer payment to: 

 

Commonwealth Bank 
Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 00446 

Today, we celebrate Word of God Sunday! 
 
 
 

The Bible Quiz 
How much do you know about the Bible? Use your Bible to 
see how many of these questions you can answer. 
 Remember, these are just facts about the Bible. 
Learning to know the Bible with your heart is quite another 
thing. The Bible is the Word of God. 
 

1. What is the first book in the Bible? 

2. What are the names of the Gospels? 
3. In what major part of the Bible are the Gospels found? 
4. In which major part of the Bible are the books of the 

prophets found? 
5. What are the names of the two sons of the first man and 

first woman? 
6. Who wrote the most of the letters in the second part of the 

Bible? 
7. What is the name of the last book in the Bible? 
8. What book of the Bible is made up of 150 songs used for 

prayer and worship? 
9. Who was the wife of Abraham? 
10. How many tribes of Israel were there? 
11. Which book of the Bible tells the story of Moses? 
12. Which book tells the story of the early Church? 

PARISH VISION 
At the moment the Vision is: 

Holy Family Mt Druitt is a welcoming community: 

- on a journey towards a personal encounter with Jesus; 

- called to unity and celebrating our diversity; 

-  living and sharing the joy of the Gospel. 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

 

 
 

A Requiem Mass will be celebrated 
for Lawrie on 

 
 

Tuesday 9th February, 2021 
 
 

10.00am, at Holy Family. 
 

May his soul, and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, rest in eternal peace. 

***IMPORTANT NOTICE*** 
 

There has been a scam communication that parishioners have been 

receiving through WhatsApp asking for funds and monetary vouchers 

from scammers imposing to be priests from the Diocese.                     

If you have received any further correspondence, or have already 

fallen victim to this scam, please contact the parish office OR inform 

Jasmine Sammy (jasmine.sammy@parracatholic.org) and                

Cecilia Calimbas (Cecilia.Calimbas@parracatholic.org) in the Risk, 

Compliance and Assurance team, so that it can be reported to NSW 

Police. ANNUAL COMMEMORATION OF THE  

2008 APOLOGY TO THE  

STOLEN GENERATIONS 
 

 WHEN Saturday 13th February 2021 

  6.30pm—8.00pm 

 WHERE Holy Family Centre 

  11 Emert Pde, Emerton 

Hosted by the Mount Druitt and District Reconciliation Group. 
 

Please RSVP to: mtdruittreconciliation@gmail.com via email,         

Mt Druitt and District Reconciliation Group on Facebook OR 

phone 02 9639 8394. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

NUMBERS WILL BE LIMITED DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS. 

mailto:jasmine.sammy@parracatholic.org
mailto:Cecilia.Calimbas@parracatholic.org
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LENT IS COMING!!! 
 

Ash Wednesday falls on the 17th of February, 2021. 
 

Mass will be celebrated at 8.30am and 6.00pm! 
 

Start thinking about how you will be preparing for this great 
season of Lent: more prayer… fasting… almsgiving. 

 

We will share some ideas and resources with you in next    
weekend’s bulletin to help you on your journey. 

 

ST BAKHITA: Feast Day 8th February  
 

Pope Francis has declared 8th February to be the world 

day of prayer and action against human trafficking.       

He chose this day because it is the feast day of           

St Josephine Bakhita, patron saint of Sudan and of victims 

of slavery.   Josephine Bakhita was kidnapped as a child 

from Africa and sold into slavery in the Sudan and in Italy 

before being freed and becoming a Canossian Sister.  
 

You are invited to join ACRATIH (Australian Catholic Religious Against       

Trafficking in Humans) to mark this day in your school and parish        

communities. 

Find out more about the campaign at                                 

http://acrathorg.au/world-day-of-prayer  
 

DAILY PRAYER 
 

God of hope and peace, touch our hearts and energize our ongoing efforts in 

abolishing this crime against humanity so that every victim is freed and every 

survivor’s life rekindled.   You blessed St Josephine Bakhita of Sudan with 

mercy and resilience.   May her prayers comfort and strengthen the women, 

men and children who are in search of freedom. 

( Say appropriate daily prayer). 
 

We ask for transformation of heart for those who inflict pain, anguish and 

grief on our sisters and brothers.   Give them compassion, generosity and 

courage to stand in solidarity with others so that together we heal the hearts 

and lives of all your people. 

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, One God, Forever and ever.   Amen. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for February:   

Violence Against Women 

We pray for women who are victims of violence, that they may be       
protected by society and have their sufferings considered and heeded.  
 In recent years Australians have recognised more fully the extent and 

harm of domestic violence. In earlier times its signs in bruised faces and scared     

children were often overlooked or regarded as part of secret family business of no 

concern to outsiders. We recognise, too, that the victims of family violence are        

predominantly women and children. Our growing awareness is also reflected in changes 

to the law and to its enforcement.  Penalties are heavier. Police now routinely bring 

charges against charge perpetrators and enforce the protection orders imposed on 

violent partners. Those found guilty are likely to be jailed. Alongside these changes to 

legal enforcement, public attitudes have also changed. It is no longer acceptable to 

blame women for bringing on violence, or to accept it as an inevitable aspect of       

relationships between men and women.   

Reflection on the extent of violence against women has also focused        

attention on the reasons why men act violently towards women and on what must be 

done to nurture respectful relationships. Jesuit Social Services, which works with many 

young men suffering from disadvantage, has focused on exploring ways of helping men 

to develop respectful relationships with women and to learn non-violent ways of      

responding to frustration.  

 Pope Francis’ prayer intention calls on us to build change both in      

society and in our own attitudes. To protect women from domestic or casual violence 

requires the sustained support of society. Domestic violence must be made unlawful 

and the laws be enforced.  Women escaping from abusive relationships must be found 

accommodation and other support for themselves and their family where they can live 

free from fear of violent partners.  

The response of society to violence against women must go deeper still. 

Because the roots of men’s violent behaviour often lie in their own childhood experience 

of family violence, boys and their families need support to help them build mature    

relationships with women. Otherwise they will learn a disrespect for women, which is 

likely to be intensified through peer group attitudes in their adolescence.  

 The protection from violence for which Pope Francis prays is far     

reaching. He also asks that we consider and heed the suffering of women who are    

treated violently. To consider someone’s suffering means attending to it. We refuse to 

turn our faces away because it is too painful to consider or because we feel helpless 

when confronted with it. We allow ourselves to enter the pain, the shame, the           

helplessness, the anger and self-blame that people feel when they are subject to     

repeated violence. We do not keep ourselves at a distance from it, like detached      

observers, but are compassionate, letting our heart go out to women in their suffering. 

We think of them as our mothers, our sisters, our daughters. 

 Pope Francis also invites us to heed the suffering of women who are 

victims of violence. To heed is not to pass lightly on from this to our next prayer      

intention, but to make it our business to walk with women who suffer violence and to 

encourage respect for women in all the relationships of our domestic, social and public 

lives.  Praying, protecting, considering and heeding go together.    

- Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ 


