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REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

How does God work? This is an important question to answer in the light of today’s readings because it helps us understand our own expectations of how we 
see God. In science and religion (my field of study) there are two opposing views. 1) God works from the top down: God sets a plan and we are to fulfil this 
plan. This is largely ‘future orientated’, it is big-picture stuff. 2) God works behind the scenes, tweaking the small events of evolution to get the outcome God 
is wanting. This is largely a ‘present-day model’, it is working at the micro-level. 
When we think of God working today, what comes to our mind? If God were to send the Messiah today, what would we expect that Messiah to say and do to 
help us identify them as God’s messenger? This is what was facing the disciples and listeners in all of our reading this week. And like us, they came with 
expectations – often wrong – about who God really is. Some thought that God would come as a great prophet (hence the reference to Elijah), some thought 
God would come as a great teacher and leader (hence the reference to Moses), some thought he would come to over-throw Roman rule as a warrior-king 
(like David). What they did not expect was a Messiah who came with a message of meekness and disgrace in the crucifixion. 
We do all know something of God – as the Old Testament attests: God has written his truths in our hearts that we might know Him. But it is a narrow path that 
follows where Jesus walks, and few travel this path. If you have any doubts, then re-read the Gospel from Thursday (Lk 6:27-38) about loving your enemies, 
and see how you measure up! 

 

Yet I think both of these are true. Like the initial analogy about God working 
from a Master Plan AND God working at the micro-level, I also think that God 
writes himself into our hearts AND helps us when we inevitably go astray and 
do not love our enemies. We too can identify Christ when we return to listen to 
our heart, where God speaks. 
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SECOND reading: James 2: 14-18 
 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 

works? Can faith save you? 

If a brother or a sister is without clothing and lacks daily food, and one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily 

needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart 

from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith. 
 

gospel acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God has called us with the gospel to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Alleluia! 
 

gospel: Mark 8: 27-35 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the 

Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the Prophets.” 

Jesus asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the 

Christ.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 

days rise again. He said all this quite openly. 

And Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his 

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are thinking not 

as God does, but as humans do.” 

Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “Whoever wants to       

become my follower, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.          

For whatever wants to save their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my 

sake, and for the sake of the Gospel, will save it.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—YEAR B 

24th Sunday in ordinary time 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

LIST OF THE SICK: Sylvia Greene, Lopisoni Makario, George Mallouk, Zarouf Mallouk, Ave Sio, Cristina Frugone, Tracey Tosatto, Sandra Roseworn,                    

Kenny McConnell, Jean Toovey, Kilisimasi Lolesio, Jose Manalo, Fely Dela Paz Manalo, Thomas Hurst, Monica Taylor, Pacita Galasgas, Dimaano, Leo Teman,         

Gene Nieborski, Colleen Hodges, Gerry Borg, Louise Hall, Helen Ryan, Lemauga Tuliatu, Vailemani Selui,  Margaret Kearney, Eleanor Petterson, Margaret Joyce, 

Mary Facer, Antonia Beemster, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensell, Vaha Vave, Barry Barrakett, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, Ian Watts, Corina Valentine,            

Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland, Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, Fe Llave Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards, Boyet Llave. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Eileen Gaynor, Fr John Langtry, Soofa Sita. Arimou Araujo, Mele Fangupo, Carmencita Inocencio, George Nematalla, Estefan D’Cauna,         

Charlie Wilkinson, Mel Fouhy, Manuel Herrero, Epifania Saquitan, Salvadore (Buddy) Datoc, Connie Wells, Fr. Bernie King, Martianus Tunggal, Tina Lane,              

Margaret Best, Richmond Byrne Jnr, John Carlow, Luke Cassar, Ronald Aldridge, Milly Anderson, Willian Charles Flynn, Baby Hol ly Kelly, Nellie Shepherd,             

Ivan Glasheen, Win Walton, Rev Tom Leonard, Joan d’ Cruze,  Irene Nardie, Kevin Williams, Martha Abood, Crispin Andrade, Cyri l Eakin, Thelma Muller,                   

Ana Seina Toa Filipe. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Maybelle Torres, Antonio Sacdalan.  

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2021—   

25th WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME:  YEAR B 

1st Reading: Wisdom 2: 12, 17-20 

2nd Reading: James 3: 16– 4:3 

Gospel: Mark 9: 30-37 

First reading: Isaiah 50: 5-9  
 

The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I 

gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 

beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set 

my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me 

is near.  

Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let 

them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 

Responsorial psalm : Ps 116. 
 

 I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
 

I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 

Because he inclined his ear to me,  

therefore I will call on him as long as I live. R. 
 

The snares of death encompassed me;  

the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

I suffered distress and anguish.  

Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, save my life!” R. 
 

For you have delivered my soul from death, 

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. R.  
 

 

The Parish of Holy Family Mt Druitt and the Diocese of   
Parramatta are committed to the care, wellbeing 

and protection of children, young people and  people at 
risk in our community.  

May our  message be that child protection and the  dignity 
of every person is the responsibility of  every adult.  

 

You can find out more about the Church’s  work in this area at: 
www.catholic.org.au/ safeguardingsunday    



 

 
 
 

SAFETY IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY! WE ALL HAVE A DUTY OF CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER. 
KEEP SAFE // STAY WARM  // CHECK IN ON YOUR LOVED ONES // WE WILL GET THROUGH THIS. 

LET US CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER 

 

Tuesday -Thursday: 9.00am—3.00pm 

Friday:  9.00am—12.00pm 

CLOSED ON MONDAY & WEEKENDS 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
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DIRECT PARISH DONATIONS 

• If you would like to make an online donation to our parish, please 
make a direct transfer payment to: Commonwealth Bank 

 Acc Name: Mount Druitt Catholic Church 
 BSB: 067 950    Acc No.: 0000446 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE FIRST COLLECTION while in lockdown 

With the continued lockdown of our Church, you may wish to make an EFT          

contribution to support your Clergy, i.e. what you would normally place on 

the first collection.  

To do, please use the following details: 

BSB 067950 Account No 00004265 Account Name Diocesan Clergy         

Reference 6024 (followed by) your name. This will enable us to credit your 

donation to your parish. 

Thank you for your contributions – they are much appreciated.  

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in the  
Holy Eucharist. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into 
my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if 
You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

If you are not able to access our parish Sunday Mass online, you can 
make an Act of Spiritual Communion while watching Mass For You At 
Home broadcast at: 
 

6am Sunday morning on Network Ten (metropolitan) and  
WIN Television (regional) and  

10am on Foxtel’s Aurora channel 173 

CONSECRATED HOSTS 
 

During this time of lock-down, you may still receive the            
Eucharist. Someone from your family will need to come to the   
Parish and collect consecrated hosts in a suitable container 
(preferably a pyx) and handle this with the necessary           
sacredness. We would prefer if you came regularly rather than 
take home large amounts. 
Contact the Parish Office or message us via Facebook OR 
email  enquiry@holyfamily.org.au to arrange a suitable time. 

We understand that these are some very challenging times, dealing with 
the effects of COVID-19 and the uncertainty it brings.  

The recent announcement of restrictions extending in Greater Sydney is 
taking a huge toll on individuals and families in our community. 

 

Please know that WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!  
Our church buildings may be closed, but we as CHURCH remain open to 

respond to and journey with those in need. 
If you OR if you know someone who needs some assistance during these 
times, please contact us. Whether it is just for a chat, spiritual guidance 
OR even with basic needs, e.g. food—please reach out to us via phone, 

email OR online via our website and/or Facebook page.  

It’s ok not to be ok. We are here for you. We will get through this.  

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention—
September 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER 
   Gracious God,  
   you love and care for all of your children, 
   especially the smallest and most vulnerable. 
   We entrust to you the lives of children and adults at risk 
   who have been sexually abused, 
   and whose trust and innocence have been destroyed. 
 

Help us to hear their cries of pain    
and to take responsibility for those 

whose lives have been broken. 
Help us to recognise the hurt felt by 

those wounded by abuse, and the failure to be heard. 
    

   We pray that with the help of your grace 
   communities and families will find understanding and support, 
   so that now and in the future their wounds may be healed 
   and they may find lasting peace. 

 

Let your grace and love fall gently now 
upon our children and adults at risk, 

giving them the inner strength, peace and resilience 
to seek out assistance when required. 

 

We ask this prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
 
 

AMEN 
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH VISION 
 

Holy Family Mt Druitt is a welcoming community: 
♱ on a journey towards a personal encounter with Jesus; 

♱ called to unity and celebrating our diversity; 
♱ living and sharing the joy of the Gospel. 

THANK YOU FOR CARING FOR OUR RETIRED CLERGY 
  
Thanks to your kind and compassionate support, the Clergy     
Support Foundation can continue to ensure our priests’ physical, 
emotional, and mental wellbeing is nurtured. And, where needed, 
support our ageing priests’ daily living, health care and medical 
expenses; along with home comforts and essentials for living 
well. The Clergy Foundation Committee is very grateful for your 
generous donations over the last few weeks, both via online   
portal or by mail, which have raised just on $60,000 as of   
Thursday 9 September, about a third of our way to our           
target.  Hopefully we will soon be able to hold the appeal in our 
parishes. Thanks again and if you haven’t yet made a donation 
and would like to, please visit:                                             
parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal or call (02) 8838 3482. 

NOBODY SHOULD HAVE TO GO HUNGRY! 
 

DO YOU NEED ASSISTANCE? 
 

YOU CAN STILL CONTACT ST VINNIES 
SUPPORT CENTRES FOR HELP: 

PH: 1800 606 724 

 
A little pick-me-up for 
our lockdown day from 
Hafiz... 
 
I sometimes forget that 
I was created for joy 
 
My mind is too busy 
My heart is too heavy 
Heavy for me to remember 
that I have been 
called to dance 
the sacred dance for life 
 
I was created to smile 
to love 
to be lifted up 
and lift others up 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O sacred one 
Untangle my feet 
from all that ensnares 
Free my soul 
That we might 
Dance 
and that our dancing 
might be contagious. 
 
~ Hafiz  

https://parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal
https://parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal
https://parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal

