
 

MASS TIMES     -     HOLY FAMILY CHURCH     -     EMERTON       

 Saturday Vigil Mass  :   5.30 pm                Sunday:  9.00 am and 10.30 am 
 

 JOHN THERRY CHAPEL   (DAY CHAPEL) 

Monday                 8.30am Mass 

Tuesday           6.00pm Mass 

Wednesday           6.00pm Mass 

Thursday             8.30am Mass 

Friday   9.00am &   6.00pm Mass 

Saturday   9.00am Mass 

RECONCILIATION AND HOLY HOUR—EMERTON 

 Saturday from 9.30 am to 10.30 am 

  

 We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built. 

Holy Family Community 

 

UNDER THE CARE OF THE AUSTRALIAN JESUIT PROVINCE 
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Parish Priest   Fr Greg Jacobs SJ     gregory@holyfamily.org.au 

Assistant Priest   Fr Patrick Mullins, SJ     hfcpat70@gmail.com 

Novice Master  Fr Brendan Kelly, SJ  bjikelly@optusnet.com.au  

Pastoral Associate         Sr Carlene Allen RSM carlene@holyfamily.org.au 

Site Manager    Ray Donaldson                     ray@holyfamily.org.au 

Secretary  Malia Lolesio  enquiry@holyfamily.org.au 

Music Director  Eddie Paunga Lolesio kosilio_lole@hotmail.com 

 BIDWILL  

Sunday 7.30am  -  1st and 3rd Sunday each Month  

Uniting Church, Carlisle Ave, in Shopping Centre     

      

  WILLMOT 

Sunday 7.30am  - 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday each Month  

Cnr Pelsart & Carteret Ave   

REFLECTION FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

Fo ur th  S unday  o f  L ent  
 

When you reflect on today’s Gospel, do not get caught up in the miracle – as wonderful as miracles are, they always point to something beyond themselves, and that is 

where we should be focusing our attention. The focus needs to be on what Jesus is doing, and how are people responding to Jesus and the other characters. 

In this miracle story, Jesus initiates the contact, the healing, allowing the blind man to see. Later, Jesus will seek him out again and take him from healing to belief in the Son 

of Man. This is part of Jesus’ mission – “I have come to bring sight to the blind…” And the blind man responds positively both times; physically his sight returns, but also 

spiritually he responds to Jesus in faith and worship. 

The Pharisees on the other hand are prevented from seeing this as the work of God because of their limited focus on the law. They cannot get beyond the fact that Jesus 

worked on the Sabbath! They have lost sight of the compassion and mercy of God that is also a foundation of the Scriptures and the law. They remain blind to the work of 

God in their midst. 

Especially in this time of COVID-19, we could ask ourselves about our own ‘blind spots’. What prevents us 

from seeing the work of God? Do we notice and care about our neighbour? As we have more people being 

isolated, I encourage you to reach out and stay connected – ring your friends, talk with your neighbours 

over the fence, pray together as a family (see the bulletin for some resources). What are we doing this Lent 

to prepare ourselves for God – what prayer, almsgiving, fasting have been a part of our preparation? 

 

JESUIT PROVINCE WEB SITE:   www.jesuit.org.au HOLY FAMILY PARISH WEBSITE: www.holyfamily.org.au 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.success.com%2F9-ways-to-stay-connected-during-social-distancing%2F&psig=AOvVaw3w1D48rPAgBhQ_zae0IM9q&ust=1584749561314000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCWr7_ip-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAM


 

 WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

BAPTISMS: We welcomed into our community Jennifer Palu and Luka Cook, who were baptised on Sunday 15th March, 2020. 
 

LIST OF THE SICK: John Healey, Margaret Joyce, Mary Facer, Margaret Palmby, Antonia Beemster, Lopisoni Makario, Faith Nimmo, Janette Queensel l,         

Vaha Vave, Barry Barrakett, Shirley Chapman, Kenny Clements, Paul Cusack, Maria Hannelas, Ian Watts, Corina Valentine, Jeffrey Bonnici, Jose Lay, Fay Iffland,           

Mayda Attachian, Tim Meagher, Ray Fenech, Maria Llave, Maria Belisario, Fe Llave, Fara Vargas, Stella Edwards, Boyet Llave.  
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Joyce James, Jose Baldonado, Nellie Lincoln, Fr John Reilly SJ, Janice Barr, Fred Allen, Norbert Carlon, Maria Farrugia, Selvina Cieppara 

Jannette Gohari, Emanuel and Rose Bugeja, William Murray, Tuamasaga Peaga Ale, Bernard Gibbons, Noni Franklin, Wendy Paterson, John Rassaci, Dallan Jack 

McMillen, Baby Ayden Weippeartt, Collin Russell, Marlene Backett, Chuck Davey, Daphne Stevens, Chad Brown, Monsignor Alexander “Lex” Johnson, Lourdes 

Aquino, Kenneth Tobin. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Anthony Lythgoe  
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 16: 1, 6-7, 10-13 
 

Responsorial psalm :  
 

The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me 
lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still    

waters;  he restores my soul. R. 

 
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even 

though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;   
for you are with me; your rod and your staff —            

they comfort me. R. 
 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup over-flows. 

R. 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my 

whole life long. R. 

 
Second reading: Ephesians 5: 8-14 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
 

       Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
       I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

       whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

       Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

LET US HEAR AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 
For the deaf and hearing impaired, Holy Family Church is equipped with a  

loop system.   Those with hearing aids should turn on their “T switch”. 

Gospel:  John 9: 1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 (shorter version) 

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. He spat on the ground, 

made a paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man, and said to him, “Go 
and wash in the Pool of Siloam” (a name that means “sent”). So the blind man went off 

and washed himself, and came away with his sight restored. 
 

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, “Isn’t this the man who 

used to sit and beg?” Some said, “Yes, it is the same one.” Others said, “No, he only looks 
like him.” The man himself said, “I am the man.” 

 
They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day 

when Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked 
him how he had come to see, he said, “He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can 

see.” Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man cannot be from God: he does not keep 
the sabbath.” Others said, “How could a sinner produce signs like this? And there was 

disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man again, “What have you to say 
about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?” “He is a prophet” replied the 

man. 
 

“Are you trying to teach us”, they replied “and you a sinner through and through, since 

you were born!” And they drove him away. 
 

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” “Sir,” the man replied “tell me who he is so that I may believe 

in him.” Jesus said, “You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.” The man said, “Lord, I 
believe”, and worshipped him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 29th MARCH 2020 — FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT -  YEAR A 

First Reading:  Ezekiel 37: 12-14       Second Reading:  Romans 8: 8-11  Gospel:   John 11: 1-45 
 

[7.30AM MASS WILL BE AT BIDWILL UNITING CHURCH, BIDWILL SQUARE NSW 2770] 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

SCRIPTURE READINGS     

    YEAR a 

: , .

.

.

. . 



 

 

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION for the WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Take time each day to reflect on: “Why do I believe?” 
Consider making a list of the reasons and placing it 
somewhere that you will see each day. 

 Through the days as you reflect, be willing to challenge 
the reasons that strike you as being “Pharisee-like” and 
circle the reasons that are those of a healed “blind 
man”. 

 
 

Source: Grace 2020 Lenten Program, Diocese of Wollongong 
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Meditations on the Stations of the Cross will still continue in the 
church on Fridays at: 
 
 

    5.00pm in English  //  7.00pm in Tongan  //  8.00pm in Tongan 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
Thirty-two-year-old Sakun lives in a village in centreal east 
India. She develop polio as a child and has difficulty walking. 
Until now Sakun, an indigenous Gond woman, has been 
isolated in her community, unable to earn a livelihood and 
without knowledge of government schemes that could help 
her. After joining a Caritas Australian-funded program,     
Sakun has learned new skills and gained important mobility. 
Through their strategic guidance and support, Sakun now 
earns her own income and makes a small profit which goes 
towards her family’s basic needs. She is more resilient, 
more confident and more independent. 

 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help 
uplift vulnerable communities and support the 

rights of indigenous peoples 
around the world. 
 

Let’s Go Further, Together.  

You can donate through  Parish 
boxes and envelopes, by        
visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or  
phoning 1800 024 413. 

RESOURCES for FAMILY PRAYER at HOME 
 

Family prayer time is a great way to nurture your family’s faith. These prayer resources 

will help make family prayer an integral part of family life. 
 

 

 
 

 

SOURCE: https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/new-parents/here-are-10-ways-
to-pray-as-a-family 

This link shows some creative ways to pray in the home or outdoors.  Ways which engage 

every member of the family, and will strengthen the family bond as well as deepen a faith 

response to everyday living.  
 

 

SOURCE: https://blessedisshe.net/the-
blog/how-to-pray-as-a-busy-family-a-
beginners-guide/ 
 
 

This blog offers ways of praying the rosary 

in simple and small ways to begin with. It 

offers suggestions of engaging all family members to know when, where, and how prayer 

will take place, and who and what they would like to pray for. 
 

 

 

   SOURCE: https://www.dow.org.au/
media-resources/faith-circles/ 

 

 

Faith Circles is a faith sharing small groups aimed at bringing people together to share 

their lives and the ways in which Jesus is working in them through his Holy Spirit.  

You can use this resource with your family as a way of reflecting on the Sunday Gospel 

readings. Subscribe and download resources that contain the upcoming Sunday Gospel 

reading, as well as a reflection on the Gospel (usually by Pope Francis), accompanied by 

questions for discussion and prayer points which you can utilise as a family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOURCE: https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/the-examen-for-families/ 
Blogger Cynthia Kirk proposes a way for families to use the Examen around the dinner 

table: 

1. For what time or event today are you most grateful (thankful/happy)? 

(Initially, you may have to name a few things in a young child’s day to help them catch on 

to the practice for #1 and #2.) 

2. For which moment are you least grateful? 

3. How did you show love today? 

(For very young children, you may ask additional questions as your family begins this 

spiritual practice. Ex.: Who did you share with today? Who did you help today? It won’t 

be long before they understand the question and can reflect and respond without your 

assistance.) 

4. What was one time your actions or behaviour were negative or you withheld showing 

kindness? 

(Again, for young children you might ask: Was there a time you did not share today? Was 

there a time you said a hurtful word or did not help?) 

5. Briefly give thanks for this time of reflection and sharing and for God teaching each of 

you to be more loving. 

Give us new eyes, Lord, to see our lives in the light of your 

love. Too often our fear, neediness, anger, or hurt fog our  
vision. Help us to see your providence in the glory of trees, 

lakes, and cloudless skies. Help us to see your generosity in 

the many gifts we enjoy each day. Help us to see your wisdom 

in the rhythm of the days, the weeks, the seasons, and the 
years. Help us to see your image in the faces of everyone we 

meet and to know your goodness in the joy and love we feel 

for one another. 

We ask you this because we know you love us. Amen. 

9 WAYS TO PRAY AS A FAMILY 

HOW TO PRAY AS  

A BUSY FAMILY 

EXAMEN for FAMILIES 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
https://blessedisshe.net/the-blog/how-to-pray-as-a-busy-family-a-beginners-guide/
https://blessedisshe.net/the-blog/how-to-pray-as-a-busy-family-a-beginners-guide/
https://blessedisshe.net/the-blog/how-to-pray-as-a-busy-family-a-beginners-guide/
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CASH   
HOUSIE 

iS Still On! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 22nd MARCH 

2.00PM IN THE SCHOOL HALL 

JACKPOT $1,300.00 IN 50 CALLS 

Bring your family and friends! Lucky door prizes available.  
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!  

In light of the COVID-19 situation and directives from the 
Diocese of Parramatta, we have changed arrangements for 
our Sunday Masses. 
 
The Bishop has offered a dispensation for Sunday Mass 
obligations until further notice.  
(Canon 1248 §2 and Catechism 2181). 
parracatholic.org/covid19 
 
From the 19th March, 2020, these changes will apply till 
further notice: 
• Saturday 5.30pm Vigil Masses are cancelled, 
• Sunday 9.00am and 10.30am Masses will continue,    
however, will now take place in the school grounds on the 
basketball court (see  attached image for access points). 
Please note that wheelchair access is best  available via 
entrance from Emert Parade parking and then walking 
through the school grounds. Entrance via Luxford Road is 
a grassed area. 
 
The following will continue as per normal: 
• 7.30am Masses at Willmot/Bidwill 
• Weekday Masses, (in the main area of the church, not 
chapel) 
If you do choose to attend Mass, please observe normal 
social distancing. Please do NOT attend Mass if you are 
suffering any symptoms of the flu. 
Any enquiries regarding Baptisms, Funerals and           
Weddings, please contact the parish office  
(02) 9628 7272; enquiry@holyfamily.org.au 
We will continue to monitor the situation, and provide 
updates as necessary. 

COVID-19 UPDATE  - 
19/03/2020 

CANCELLED/ POSTPONED EVENTS 
 

Please note: Due to the COVID-19 issue, the        
following events/activities previously advertised , 
have now been postponed/cancelled until further 
notice: 

• POSTPONED: Bishop’s Good Samaritan Appeal 
(Catholic   Foundation), initially scheduled for 
this weekend 21/22 March 2020. 

• CANCELLED: Healing Mass at Ropes Crossing. 

• CANCELLED: Day of the Unborn Child, initially 
scheduled for the 29th of March 2020. 

• CANCELLED: Catholic Youth Parramatta Palm 
Sunday Procession and World Youth Day Mass. 

• CANCELLED: Catholic Youth Parramatta Good 
Friday Walk. 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
15th March 2020 

1st Collection: (for the Diocese of Parramatta) $   401.50 

2nd Collection (for parish expenses)  $1,650.75 

Caritas    $    30.00 

 

AUTUMN HOLIDAY PROGRAM 2020 
Wednesday 15th April // King George Park 

Features: 

Constellation Playground Picnic Areas & BBQ 

Athletics field & running track 

Free outdoor fitness station & gym equipment 

Walking tracks to beautiful view of the city! 
 

Tickets: $5.00pp (FREE for 0-2yo) 

Tickets go on sale, Monday 23rd March 2020, from 

the parish office: Holy Family Centre, 11 Emert 

Pde, Emerton NSW 2770. !!!CASH ONLY!!! 
 

Contact Malia for more info: (02) 9628 7272 

http://parracatholic.org/covid19?fbclid=IwAR3yp_EVyM-k2nsc_WpT554hxTzrWwGHNZXpXDp_U5oFJD-NxBzDahvOWhU
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Ffeatured%2Fkeep-calm-and-play-bingo-david-g-paul.html&psig=AOvVaw1EmE58qiqmkjoGRzc1yoKm&ust=1584760229254000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCu2IqKqOgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

